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II. BACKGROUND - ted 





This document presents a summary of COMINT operations conducted 
by ASA facilities during the course of hostilities in Korea. To 


familiarize the reader with the ASA mission and achievements during 





the period, it is believed advisable to discuss briefly pre~Korean 

‘developments prior to focusing on the area of reference, . 
7 Preceding Korea — specifically in the post World War IT years -~ 
ASA underwent considerable transition. Coincident with general 
attrition in the military establishment and seusneeseiea on the 
then-called "gtrategic effort", a long-range peacetime program was 
seed One feature of this was reorganization of ASA COMINT 
operations ganiaeaiae. . Another was a general peauetien in personnel. 
These brought general deterioration of mobile COMINT units, and 
modification of their respective missions. gisewhere, the lack of 
men, money, and equipment limited overall operations to minimum 
requirements with which the. basic mission could be carried out. 
Despite this, the Agency continued to record success in meeting its. 
responsibility to the Army and did not, for one moment, depart from. 
the theory that 4t was a continuous organization, when it appeared 
that some doubt existed as to its future. 

On 1 July 1949, activation of the Armed Forces Security Agency 

(AFSA) was announced by the Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS). This was 


to be the coordinating facility for fulfilling high level cryptological 
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requirements on a continuing basis. Its mission was defined as 


that of responsibility for processing high level COMINT to inelude 








, Per Na—_|_ emerere U.S.C. 798,(b)(3):50 U.S.C. 403,(b)(3):P.L. 86-36 | Under this arrangement, 





ASA was to furnish COMINT to AFSA derived from :its units and/or 
fixed facilities. 

In part, the formation of AFSA meant the beginning of a new | 
interpretation of the Agency's role in the COMINT field. Whereas 
ASA had enjoyed full easmsis die hos the high level COMINT mission, _ 
its passing to AFSA resulted in confusion, mass transfer of technical 
personnel, and new.concern for the Agénoy's Sietiate: Inmediate 
penneecdeatton adne military Lines followed and planning was 
completed for the accomplishment of a mutual AFSA-ASA mission, 


accentuating formation of TOE units in tactical support of field 


commanders. .This development was the beginning of what had been 


preconceived to be the future role of ASA in the COMINT field. 

On .20 February 1950, the long awaited clarification came. G-»2, 
Department of the Army (DA) outlined the future responsibilities 
and functions of the Agency. It was established that ASA would 
formalate and implement plans, policies, and doctrines on COMINT | 
for the Army, end coordinate the Army's cryptologic responsibility 
as assigned be the JCS. Thus, ASA pea integral to the services. 


Meanwhile, AFSA drew farther away on a course toward ultimate 


it ' 
nationalization. Fixed stations commanded by ASA, but with 


® AFSA became the National Security Agency (NSA) on 22 Deo 1952. ’ 
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-of the entire operation. The shift in emphasis and the results 
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AFSA-controlled operational missions, appeared. Mobile military 


units were scheduled for activation with primary missions assigned 
by ASA for direct. COMINT and COMSEC support of dtemanding generals 
in the field and with secondary AFSA missions. Planning was well 
advanced, when on 25 June 1950, South Korea was invaded, thus 
commencing a new period in the history of the Agency. 

The specific concern from this point is the role played by ASA 
in the conduct of COMINT operations throughout the course of 
hostilities, | Basteslly, 4t 4s a history of expansion following 
attrition, a gredual puiid-up of units and facilities in the Pacific 
tS eet requirements and provide support to the US Eighth Army» 

It is to be remenbered, however, that ASA activity was world-wide 


during this periods developments in the Far East were only one aspect 


obtained are discussed in their true perspective and disclose an 


interesting record of participation and achievement. 
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III, DeDAY (25, JUNE 1950) TO ‘INTERVENTION OF THE .CHINESE 


| : | | COMMUNIST FOROES 





























Coincident with the. outbreak of hostilities in Korea, priority 
was given a ‘the, Ariny Seourity Agency to the organization of new 
units to support existing ‘and proposed US armed forces in Korea. 
Aino, adequate training, facilities, supplies » and equipment had to i. 
be provided. - ‘To man these units, DA authorized an increase of 
1668 military spaces, 712 of which were for direct support of ‘the. 
Righth US Army in Korea. ‘Edlistnent quota, was then raised from 
155 to 300 men per month,” and direct recruiting of enlisted men 
‘carried out in five of the principal cities in the spintey ‘Officers 


were obtained, for the most part, by direct assignment to the ASA 





from biter branches of the Army, from civilian components, and from 
ee Agency enlisted personnel. | 
. Meanwhile, additions to Agency fy 1951 requirements for Signal . 
Corps equipment were prepared to cover expension of ‘the S5ist Signal 
daivioe Dertartinty the 111th Signal Service Company, and the 126th- 
Signal Service Company (tactical units in the Far East); also the 
53d Signal Service Company and the 60th Signal Service Company 
(tactiosl umitg in the ZI). In turn, Signal Corps equipment was 
requisitioned fer expanding fixed station replacements for the 5lst, 
1. BF, &2 a to Cl, WAY Mag 1950, Comment 2, Gi, Da to C2, Ba 
15 Sep. 1950. - 


2. Ann. Rept. GAS al; fy1951, P38, TAB 23. - 
3 Ibid. P16. : u y 
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the ‘l1lth, the 126th and the ASA Schaute 
‘By Septenber 1950, ASA organization in support, of the Highth 
-Army in Rspeu ue determined. It was to consist of a communications 
reconnaissance group (CRG) at Any level, with three seatanieculate 
‘reconnaissance battalions (CRB) to serve the three corps in the 
theater. The battalion, through its headquarters and headquarters 
detachment at corps level, was to control the operations of two 
organized ees reconnaissance companics, the CRC (Int) an 
the CRC (Soty) « . 
As the 60th Stenel Service Company at Fort Lewis, Washington 
: appeared more nearly ready for Korea than existing tactical companies - 
in the Far Fast Commend (FECCM) immediate plens were initiated to 
prepare this: company for overseas moverient « Tt was brought up to 
full stesagth (70's; 4 WO, and 238 EM), equipped, and departed from 
the West Coat for PECOM on 20: Sep. Thus, ‘the first complete ASA 
mobile COMINT ‘unit was enroute to Kores.? 
‘During September and October, 1950 cere for further meximum | 
support in Korea was well underway. This resuited in the activation 
of the 304th ORB (28 Sep 1950) ,” the, 352d CRC(Soty) (8 oct) ,° the 50lst 
. CRG (as dct), 6 and the 301st CRB (20 oet) ” in the ZI. The committment 


of Beet units to ASA Pacific jurisdiction was only 4 matter of time. 


1. saa Maj. Activities ASA (25 June 59 ~ 5 Sep 5, PP7~S. 


2. Minutes, ASA Staff Mige, 5 Sep 1950+ - 
3. Ibid. 26 Sep 1950. ~ 

4. History, ASA, sae Vol. Za P37. 

§. Ibid. P82.. 

6. Ibid. P35. 

7. Ibid. P36. 


$ = REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED . S 6s Tee a ee 
i ON|2 September 2009 ge Ee ar 

i | BY USAINSCOM FOIPA EE «1 en Glee ae eee 

Auth Para 4-102 DOD 5200.1R - a 


i ‘ ‘ 

















ae 
i { 7 ae ee ENS z 


t af $ ee 
: See eke teoq Eee ee 
te oe wt ween tee 


Corcurrent with these developments, Army Security Agency Pacific, 





Tokyo (ASA Pacific) was faced with an urgent requirement for 
personnel. It was determined at the start of hostilities that, 
due to limited operational personnel, a complete lack of Korean 


' translators, and. the need to place every availuble intercept facility 


PO is direct support to GHQ FECOM, it was not possible to 


commit ASA personnel to Korea immediately. On 18 Sep 1950, however, 
the first provisional liaison detachment consisting of 3-O's end 
5 EM was established in the combat zone in eupzort of the Eighth Army. 


Tts mission was cone of ecordination and control of intercept activity 
+ 


/ 


/ of a South Korean group carrying cut wiesions on North Korean targets. 
[ 
This unit was follewed by the 50th Signal. Service Detachment on 
25 Sep. On 26 Sep, personnel of the two units were coordinated as 
ASA Pacific (Advance) and the liaison detachment deactivated. 

The 60th Signal Service Company arrived in Korea on 9 Oct 1950 
and joined ASA Pacific (Advance). Following one week of field 
orientation and training, the company commenced operations. 

With tre outbreak of hostilities, a reorientation of the 
intercept effort to Korean coverage became a paramount issue: for 

Sopra wrer vesenene=-yaresmememenenannmemmmnamnr vatenentineemenr yee ee 
,*. Note: This group, subsequently referred to herein as ROK Group M, 
i was organized at the start of hostilities by South Koreans to 
intercept: and procesa North Korean military traffic. It originally 
manned four (4) to six (6) intercept positions and furnished valuable 
kay groups used by the North Koreans in one of their military 
systems to ASA Pacific. Throughout ites existence, it was encouraged, 
equipped, and.fed by ASA units {n Korea, but no technical COMINT 


was furnished. (Source: Wkly Activity Rept. ASA Pacific, 7-13 July 1950)..- 
1. Sum.’ Ann. Rept. ASA Pacific, fyl951, P12. | : ; 
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attention to Korean nets had been prastitelly HiTG This is best 





ceed 


illustrated by the status of fixed intercept facilities as of 1 


July 1950 which follows:? . 


ais 





Per NSA 


(b)(1),(b)(3):18 U.S.C. 798 ,(b)(3):50 U.S.C. 403,(b)(3):P.L. 86-36 











Per NA fo effect this change, all available equipment at Hq ASA Pacific was 


<4 : 
Nag Sig Sv Det (a security monitoring facility), who were attached to 
an rtered at ASA Pacific.until approximately 1 Sep 1950. At that time 





b)(1),(b)(3):18 U.S.C. 798,(b)(3);50 U.S.C. 403,(b)(3):P.L. 86-36 ‘jutitiaing personnel, or 





the 50th , busily. engaged in preparing for the move to Korea, turned 





ant 





BD (DISA U'S.C. 798,(b) ; 
over 1ts ((3):50 U.S .403,(b)(3):P.L. 86- |to personnel on detached service from the 


51st SSD who had beéniworking with the 50th SSD since 27 june 50. This 
as U.S.C. 798,(b)(3):50 U.S.C. 403, 








group of people continuedto| 


s 


(b)(3):P.L, 86-36 some time after 












the summer of 1951. The priority | (6)(1),(b)(3):18 U.S.C. 798,(b)(3)'50 U.S.C. 403,(b) [unite was . 


(3):P.L. 86-36 





1, Sum. Ann. Rept., ASA Pacific, 
I 


21 AAU, £y1950, P27. 
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angel to ee ree ispatac? Meanwhile, at Washington, 
Hq ASA - AFSA directed ASA Pacific to employ'as many positions as 
required for the intercept of Korean nets. The area of interest 
was specified as the entire Korean Peninsula as far north as the 
45th Parallel. All nets with Korean characteristics were to be 
copied and all traffic forwarded to ASA Pacific then to AFSA for 
processing with inten: time delayes 

Dissemination of COMINT resulting from this Bese was effected 
through the Special Security Office (SSO) to the G2 at theater level. 
Communications Intelligence Summaries (COMINTSUMS) were published 
daily by ASA Pacific from matepial avaliable as of 0600 hace en the 
reporting day. In addition, spot items of COMINT were transmitted 
to G2 by teletype as soon as they were observed. SSO, FECOM, in 
turn, relayed COMINT material to EUSAK and X Corps Chena separate 
command) » Spot items were transmitted by radio to ASA and AFSA at 
Washington simultaneously with transmittal to G2, FECOM.? 

Increased COMINT traffic was handled through adjustment of Pert 
operational work schedules by the Operations Branch, ASA Pacific 
and supporting sections. At one period personnel were working 12 / 


hours a day, 7 days a desk.” (b)(1),(b)(3):18 
U.S.C. 798,(b) 


3):50 U.S.C, 
The one Korean radio net being covered by positdon|ios, (b)(3):P.L. |at 
86-36 


the start of hostilities provided the wedge which made further intercept 





© 


1. Summ. Ann. Rept. ASA Pacific, 8621 AAU, fy1950, P28. 

2. Ibid. P29. 

3. Wkly Activity Rept. ASA Pacific, 30 June to 6 July 1950.- 
4. Summ.Ann. Rept. ASA Pacific, 8621 AAU, fy1951, P59. 
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and exploitation or Koreas masenial Smeeetbie in the: months that 


followed. - Througti application of maximum traffic analyais (ta), 


COMINT was initially produced from euverpapted North Korean 


‘communications on 11 Jily 1950. On that day, five nete (four military, 
one unidentified) had been established. By the end of the month, 
the number had increased to ‘tenet 


y 


eo panes 25 June" 1950 and mid-October 1950, approximately 35 North 
Korean oryptogreptic systems and/ae system-key changes were in 
effect. Among ‘bhe first recovered. were one military and two para 
| military (poles) systems. By 27 July, four separate reports of 
Recover ten : in the. military system bgtcning 199 groups were received 
from AFSA "Processizig of this traffic was the responsibility of 
ASA Pacific, and was iaintained current Bs the esi ha Aas section 
and translators. 
a . The partial recovery of i a North Korean police ay Sten was reported 
| by “AFSA during this period, but difficulty in reading the system was 
eceduntenaase Recoveries of numerals and date time groups in 
anctiue North Korean police system were made, but these were not 
sufficient to determine the value of: the system to the ASA Pacific 
missions” On 25 August, the solution of és irreguler length digit 
group North Korean system was reported to AFSA by ASA Pacific.” A 
orib uaa found between td military eyatens which produced additional 
I. Summ. Anns Rept. ASA Pacific, 6621 AAU, fy1951, PA9. 
2. Wkly. Activity Rept. ASK Pacific, 20-27 July 1950. 


3. Ibid. 
4. Ibid. 18-25 August 1950. . 
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code groups and verified earlier recoveries. Limited recoveries in 








other military systena | were aioe also. Two additional military 

systems were reported solved by ASA Pacific on 15 one 16 Sep. on 

151 messages in these were processed during the following cock 

With the assignment of translators by GHQ, FECOM to ASA Pacific 

during July 1950, the sbdeadiue of translations Seacnieds | By 3 

Aug 1950, 238 messages in various. North Korean military and papas itary 

seatens were processed for translations Thirty-eight (38) of er 
“were translated and forwarded through the’ SSO to GH2, FECOM. The 

remainder were scanned. for intelligence content and, in some Anstanoes, 


4 


gists were seeaned ctor G-2, FECOM. The following week, 4-10 Aug. 1950, 


163 North ‘Korean messages were decrypted.” During the week of 


11-17 Aug 1950, 313 North Korean messages were decrypted by ASA Pacific, 


of which: 70 contained COMINT of value to G-2, FECOM and the 9s0.°- 


During the first. week of ‘Sep 1950, translations began ‘to arrive at 
ASA Pacific from avee which Pps iee: ‘comparative studies with materdal 


developed dn the theater: ‘Ralisted Korean translators were aided to 
| Deptember , 
the eranstatecn section during the second week of and @.. 
Total g 
Asides of 100 translations were produced during +e monthe 


Radio: direction finding (D/F) in Korea was insignificant during 
this period. No coordinated D/F operations were conducted, as D/F 
nets had not been developed to any great ‘degree. ‘Line bearings were. 


1. Wkiy. Aotivity Rept. ASA Pacific, 1-7 dugust 1950. 

2. Ibid. 15-21 August 1950. ; ; . A 
-3. Ibid. 20-27 July 1950. - : ’ 
4e Ibid. -28 July sd 3 August 1950. ¢ ; ‘ 
5+ Ibid. 11 - 17 August 1950. . — Be 
6. Ibid. 18 - 25 August 1950. ~ eer. : a 
7. Ibid. 8 - 14 September 1950. ee ee ee 
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taken, but in most instances they were inconsistent, Some stations 
were forced to odasb operations periodically due to lack of critical 
peaacmunt parta. It was not until the letter part of October that 
an ASA unit was able to establish a D/F net exclusively for North Korean 
missions.” | | = 
In late October, aqaveral changes in ASA support organization 
occurred. In Korea, the ASA Liaison Det had been replaced by ASA 
Pacific (Advance) . - The 60th Signal Service Company arrived on. 16 
Oct 1950, established osdouattens; and immediately commenced 
intercept and direction finding operations. In two weeks, the company 
had set up joy eicat D/F nets one position located near company 


3 


6 
headquarters at Seoul, the other at Inchon.” Twenty Morse positions 


(19 Korean Commnist, 1 Chinese Communist) were initially assigned by 


ASA Pacific to the company for intercept coverage. 


Per NSA 


(b)(1),(b)(3):18 U.S.C. 798,(b)(3):50 U.S.C. 403,(b)(3):P.L. 86-36 








L 





' ‘fwenty-four hour per day traffic analysis was instituted, but no 


I iS 
eignificant success was achieved due to the complexity of Chinese 


1. Wkly. Activity Rept. ASA Pacific, September 15507 

2. Summ. Ann. Rept. ASA Pacific 8621 AAU, FY 1951, Tabs 12 & 13. 
36 Monthly Activity Rept. 60 Sig Sv Co, Ootober 1950, Pl. 

$s Summ. Ann. Rept. ASA Pacific, 8621 AAU, FY fecae: P336 
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Commnist commmnications. A Chinese Sub—section of the TA Section 





was conducting analysis of Chinese traffic from ives and forwarding 
its findings to Hq ASA in Washington, where cryptanalytic and 
linguistic techniques were applied. It was ascertained that only 
unexploitable types of traffic were being intercepted by ASA facilities 
in Korea, but suspicion existed that less complicated Ming encipherments 
were present on lower echelon circuits and an attempt was made at 
ASA Pacific to isolate and exploit them. Cryptanalysis on the 
Chinese military problem had not been oe to thts time.” 
euocesaful. , Codes used by North Korean ground and air units were 
‘ , broken and translations of intercepted enemy messages disseminated 
to interested consumers. The effective resulta obtained in exploiting 
North Korean communications was attributed in part to the fact that 4 
the enemy was using relatively simple ereibectachic systems. In \ 
fact, there was an almost total. lack of decisity consciousness.” 
: The advantage of having almost one hundred percent (100%) readability \ 
| in North Korean cryptographic systems permitted scanning of ths most 
valuable types of messages such as situation reports and operational 
orders. From these, new locations of previously identified units 
were watebliched,. and units not previously noted were identified. 


‘This was an indication that the North Koreans were carrying on 


1. Summ. Ann. Rept. ASA Pacific, 8621 AAU, fy¥1951, P43. 


2. Study, ASA Pacific, 22 Mar 1954, Subject: ‘KG Problem, Pl, 
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reorganization even while on the pole Eapecially valuable were 
numerous messages ordering the withdrawal of certain units, sia . 
providing the location of phaselines along which they were to 
establish their new defenses. Many messuges cited areas where 
"stubborn", "last ditch", and “fight to the deati! defenses were to. 
be organized, cae listed fepaee to be usedee 
Information available. from decrypts during this period varied 

with the amount of traffic sent by North Korean forces. As the 
United Nations Command offensive progressed, North Korean traffic 

_ volume showed a steady decrease. The network underwent structural 
changes, with stations below Corps echelon disappearing from the 
air. In turn, Supreme feadeniereans teok over as net control station, 
replacing Hq in Seoul. A continual state of flux, mirroring the 
vapidly deteriorating tactical situation resulted. By the end of 
October, traffic was negligible, and the net consisted of' only 

3 


two or three main stations which were not observed on a continuous basis. 
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IV. INTERVENTION OF THE CHINESE COMMUNIST FORCES TO ) BEGINNING OF ATROCE 


paar 


Never was: the wilatary ‘tactio of being first: on the spot with over~ 


waging forces Pe) thoroughly applied tnan when the Chinese Commnteta; 


on 16 October 1 Deena across the Yalu. River ee North Korea with a 


combat force eeheadine 180,000 eceae: followed ‘by an additional 120,000 


in early November. This force comprised the elite of the Chinese military— - 


the Ix Army Group ‘and the XIII: Army Group organized into nine armies fur- 


ther divided. into thirty infantry divisions. In support of this force, 


: ' . oe cam 
were the lst and 8th Artillery Divisions. . 


UN Operations in Korea up to this point had been predicated on the 


theory that the Chinese Commnists would not intervene in behalf of their 


sorely pressed allies, As a reeult of this policy, the UN found themselves 


. almost pobery beprepared for this new. act of agression. In this respect, 


- COMINT agencies in FEO were ‘Little better off than their combat counter~ 


eG 


aria 2 following ‘the 2 entry of the Chinese Communists into the . 


Korean conflict, _ Ags bos Pacific commenced a further buildup of. its 


Sar ebine COMINT facilities. "Whereas many mission concentrations continued 


to be devcted to Russian intercept, these were modified to ‘increase Chinese 


& North Korean intercept. At the same oi, eryptanalytie and linguistic 


processing of: Chinese traffic was initiated... Linguistic personnel | were 


then dispatched’ to Korea to establish Voice Morse intercept positions. 


Ccanaied 
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TOS 
The first team selected ‘on! “the basis. of ‘Army Language School ieuinine. 
arrived 12 December 1950°to accomplish accurate copying and translation of 
operators! chatter at the dnderaape site. On 20 December 1950, the second 
team arrived. ‘Initial site of these intercept positions operated by Ling~ 

‘uists was at Taegu, with cubsequent moves to. Yongdungpo, Pyongtaek and 
rere te = * | 

The 60th Sig - Go with 20 snberdsnt positions and 4 D/F positions 

continued to be the only ASA intercept unit in Korea during this periods 

Its missions were: based on increasing success achieved. by ASA Pacific and 


AFSA in exploiting ‘North Korean communications. Because 


[= 
i Per NSA missions 


“of the 60th were primarily directed at the intercept and analysis of North 











(b)(1),(b)(3):18 U.S.C, 798,(b)(3):50 U.S.C. 403,(b)(3):P.L. 86-36 








Korean Moree communications. 

#0 bolster the company and ts provide it davenee with the aces: 

IRE of performing its, ‘mission in papper of the tactical forces, ASA Pacific 
_ provided technical personnel to man ite C/A, TA, and translation rections 

complete and. current ‘information on aystens, solutions, and recoveries 
were provided through ASA Pacific (Advance } to the company. This enabled 
the 60th to analyze its intercept ia provide finished translations of 
intelligence value. to the Eighth Army: from the first day it went into 
operation. | | | 

By ine: end of Novenber 1950, the 60th ‘Sig Sv Co was daily producing 
approximately 30 translations of court value which were fopwinded through 


the '$s0 to G2,° Eighth Army. translation personnel, however, were unable 





4 1. Rept, ASA Pacific, 22 Haren 195h, Subj: Chinese Fone e Problem, P2. 
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to keep up with analysts, who were producing solutions almost as quickly 


as traffic was intercepted, which created three-day backlogsduring certain 
periods. Despite this, every decrypted message jan eoanned at once and 
those of current intelligence value translated and passed immediately to 
the SSO, Eighth ae 

Although shia a nienaaee of the 60th was iced cbastenys and intercepted 
traffic was reaching ASA Pacific and APSA by the most rapid meas Byeilabls 
(daily air courier to ASA Pacifice-teletype from there to NSA), there were 
handicaps. Frequent breakdown of vital equipment was not uncommon, Power 
units, recorders, and receivers were subjected to harsh treatment while 
being transported ones approxinately 750 miles of ceniehi ends and terrain. 
Frequent and hurried moves and lack of adequate material precluded packing 
and bracing of receiver positions to insure perfect operating condition 


at new intercept sites. Attempts to design and fabricate adequate braces f 





were unsuccessful and wire and rope had to be utilized to fasten equipment 

during aves: Teletype paper essential to providing the required mumber 

of copies of intercepted traffic was a short supply item also, 

The 60th's D/F operators eer more proficient also, but they too en- 

countered operational difficulties for a variety of reasons: frequent 
moves, inadequate net procedures, old and worn out equipment, and inter- 

ference on desired targets from other stations. During the UN advance 

in November 1950, a D/F position was moved from the Haeju area north to 


Pyongyang. Another was moved from the Seoul area north to Hamhung and a 





1. Statements, Korea translators ASA Pacific and 60th Sig Sv Co, Feb 1954. 


oe 
2 
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position in She Chunchon area was forced to withdraw on 17 ‘November due 


to guerilla activity. Other moves took place during December 1950 Gas 
to the tactical situation. D/F positions in mid and North Korea were 
moved to new Locations in South Korea. The placement of friendly units 


presented difficulty in obtaining locations which would provide a 


table b 
(b)(1),(b)(3):18 U.S.C. 


e line. This necessitated establishing a D/F position in 
798,(b)(3):50 U.S.C. 1 


to extend the base line. 





_ Not only was the 60th encumbered by breakdown of equipment caused 
by travel over rough roads, difficulties in locating suitable. sites for 
dnbexcent and direction finding activities, and other local disadvantages, 
but it was further handicapped by a serious equipment loss caused by a 
flash fire of cade aitted Gea which destroyed a radio easel tent, 
radio receivers, generators, and other vitally needed caaee 

Intelligence of major importance concerning the Chinese Gonntnnd ete 
in Korea during. this period was derived from intercepted North Korean 
messages. In many cases, vhis information was so thorough that intelli- 
gence agencies were able to reconstruct ‘the complete OB for the Chinese 
forces in Korea solely from North Korean intercept. The first reference 
te the Chinese Commnists noted in North Korean traffic was in a 10 
November message from the 47th Division to the TI North Korean Corps. 
This message stated in part as follows: 

NENEMY SITUATION: TODAY AT 1500 THE CHINESE PEOPLES! 
LIBERATION ARMY (CXM). THERE IS NO ENEMY AND IT IS 
SAID THAT THE ENEMY HAVE WITHDRAWN TO THE AREA OF 
ANJU. We DON'T HAVE PRECISE INFORMATION ABOUT THE 


KAECHON AXEA BECAUSE THE KAECHON AREA IS NOT WITHIN 
THE 55TH UNIT'S SECTOR. ." 





1. Monthly Rept, 60th Sig Sv Co, November 1950. 
2. Ibid. (December 1950) 
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The 55th Unit later proved to be a cover designation for ‘the’ 39th CCF. 












aes ‘This byps of intercept and Chinese Communist ee ee 
“although Limited, enabled CO INT agencies to keep tactical intelligence 
dhcbemed concerning Chinese units, and their daneniticons 
Although the major Chinese Coninuni st intercept effort was concen~ 

trated on ground units, Limited facilities. were alse provided for inter- 
cepting Chinese Air Force’ traffic. A detachment from tne Wath CRC 
“worked - on this problem at 5th Air Foree Me in seools and provided’ AP 5 <A-2 
with mach valuable information soncerning’ ‘the Chinese Communist Air Forge. 
One of the messages intercepted contained “information of Ammediate attest 
value and it was also a perfect. example of the ‘Br0sB alihanéling of 
intelligense derived from cOvINT. The message stated that on 30 November 
9 TU-2's under AO YUEH MING neue ea from Shengyang West Airfield to 
Cholsan, Korea, via Antung on a training mission. This information was ; 

relayed to the 5th Air Force Ae? who arranged for a reception committee of 
7-86 Sabre Jets‘ for the Commnists bombers. The Ane earefully planned the 
mission so that the Communists would not suspect that they had beer dis- 
covered as a result of COMINT, . The mission was successful ‘and ‘several of — 
the Communist planes .were dusteseeds An. AFRS newscast the following day 
proclaimed that the planes had been depiporeds while taking part ina 
training mission The sotiiee of the information wes immediately obvious 
to the Chinese; in a ee le the particular ‘set on which the original 
message had been passed disappeared and a valuable source of information 


was lost.to UN intelligence agencies. 





‘1. Rept, ' ASA Pacific, 2Martky, Subj: Communist Chinese Problem, Part 2, P2. _. 
2 Ibid. P3. # 
3+ Ibid. PS. pe GOTT ata ae ite Se: 
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With the respite offered by the interventipn of the Ctinese Communist 
Forces, the North Koreans found time to reorganize and enlarge the eotsiiad 
"Peoplee! Army." This development was disclosed in COuINT material, By 
mid-November (1950, eight different ROERee numbering I through VIIT, had 
been noted in Korean message traffic. The. military network again showed a 
‘Pattern of expansion, and traffic volume again rose. 

AL the end of November, ‘T/k had reeons tracted the main military network 
a3 follows: Supreme Headaiertere Link with an auxt lary Command Post 
located in Tunghma, Manchuria, which in turn muintained a net with the 

newly ectivated VI, VIZ and VIII NK Corps. In Decenber, mineeauant activity 
permitted: Sdentd fication of ‘direct wre *igieale from Supreme Headquarters . 
to the IIT and V corps. | , | | | 

During’ the strong one offensive which pecan on 2, Novenber ae 
and continued through most of December, the North Korean Ay I, III, IV i 
and ¥ Corps had tactical ndssions. lessege ‘traffia between these Corps and 
Supreme Headquarters was mainly of the types seen previously i.e., situa- 
tion reports and operational orders siting ghee locations and activities. 
Avtask orders were observed, we giving the eas of attack and forces 
to be used. : _ 

Traffic on, She Supreme Headquarters ane Auxddary Command Post. VI; 

Vil, and VILE Corps nets during this neriod was mainly concerned with 
natters Sentaanae to organj Se supply, and treining of newly formed 
units. ee 

In early December, radio links from corps to Meeton began to seappeury. 


and in-the middle of the month, further expansion of the network was — 





1. Rept, ASA Pacific, 22 March 1954, Subj: Korean Communist Problem, P5. 
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observed, including the organization of a et concerned axcluatvely with 
coastal defense. Late December waa marked by identification are comkined. 
headquarters in the military network. This appeared to have served as 
the forward headquarters of the North Korean military aca: 

January 1951 wae an eventful month. Organized interception of 
Chinese spoken digit and Chinese voice moree traffic was initiated by 
ASA Pacific on 12 January. Jt was.soon apparent that adie training was 
required for operators intercepting Chinese traffic; much time had to be 
expended in training before an operator could intercept the traffic. with 
adequate proficiency. American soldiers of Chinese ancestry, and Army 
Language School graduates, ware greatly Handdeapped by dialectical difter- 
ences on the part of the CCF operators. 

On 15 January, a Chinese Cryptanalytic Subsection was organized at 
ASA Pacific separate from the Korean Section. A Chinese Communist Air 
Subsection was also sash ied | 

During the January general offensive in which the Communists reoccu- 
pied Seoul, North Korean radio communications followed the same patterns 
previously dbueeved With the most valuable CCMINT coming from decrypted. 
operational reports passed by the tactical corps to superior headquarters. 
The I, I, itt, and V Corps were quite active on their links with combined 


headquarters, and toward the end of the month, a link from IV Corps to 


t on 


combined headquarters was oe 
The movement of the North-Kerean VI, VII, and VIII Corps from Manchuria 


into Korea was observed in January in both T/A and textual reference in 





1. Rept, ASA Pacific, 22Mar5,, Subj: Korean Communist Problem, P6, 
2. Ibid. Subj: Chinese Communist Problem, Part I, Pl. . 
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decrypted messages. These corps, which formerly maintained radio links 


with the Auxiliary Command Post began to work with Supreme Headquarters. 
More activity on the corps to division level, throughout the network, | 
was guepea teed during this period. . 

February 1951 found the UN Foroes ndug, in" along their winter Line 


of defense south of ins capitol city of Seoul. At this point, whet only 

















Per NSA —— | (b)(1),(b)(3):18 U.S.C. 798,(b)(3):50 U.S.C. 403,(b)(3):P.L. 86-36 was being intercepted, 
\ reports began to filter down from the I and IX US Corps sectors that front 
\ line UN units were hearing spoken Chinese radio transmissions. ASA Pacific 
a ee 


\ - (Advance) sent an investigating officer.to the IX US Corps who reported 








Na specific requirement for low level intercept te. not only present, but 


is becoming of greater importance." This was especially significant at 





the time, in view of 





Consequently, investigation 





(b)(4),(b)(3):18 U.S.C. 798, (b)(3):50 U.S.C. 403,(b 
was begun in the field of = level intereept by ASA Pacific Kaaranse) and _ 


)(3):P.L, 86-36 


Headquarters, ASA Pacitic. 
* Direction finding. activity during this period was continually compli-~ 
| _ cated by ‘equipment procurement and utilization problems. Most of those 
reaulted from the nature of the transmissions, difficulty dn exrenerne 
eimltaneous ‘tracking, and distortion caused by terrain features and 
mineral deposits’ peculiar to the Korean theater. In February 1952, 16 
Homing Devices. RO used in conjunction with | the SCR~300 radio, were 


received and put in immediate use by ASA Pacific. Unfortunately, results 





were far from satisfactory, It was found that even Wien a bearing could 








1. Rept, ASA Pacific, 2&Mar5i, Subj: Korean Communist Problem, P6. i 
2. Rept, ASA Pacific, 2Mard5h, ound LLI Problem, Pl. ; 3 
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be taken, it iras of questionable value. Nulls of 10-60 degrees were 
common at normal D/F targets ranges of one to five miles. Only ina few 
Seolated cases gould general areas of units be ascertained. In an 
attanpt to overcome deficicncies of the first tests, experiments were 
made with modified Gross-U-Adcock antenna in conjunction with the BC-683 
sais, aeanceal results for the’ most part proved highly sacessenilk 
“In order, however, for these antennae eb effective in the plotting of 
FM transmissions, they had 6 be stages Githee on naa! daveete or on the 
tops of dabesesnt bunkers affording enemy artillery forward spaeviess 
excellent targets or base points for. other targets. Thus for cagticdl 


— ; 2 
reasons, use of such antennae had to be abandoned. 











Per NSA 


(b)(1),(b)(3):18 U.S.C. 798,(b)(3):50 U.S.C. 403, (b)(3):P.L. 86-36 














1. Rept, ASA Pacific, 22Mar5i, Subj: LLI Problem, P5. f. 
2. Ibid. Pé, pron 20 ,, IF. 
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Operational procedure at the time involved making tape recordings at 


the intercept site and forwarding them to the Transcription Section at ASA 

Pacific for waucepee and translation. As delivery of the tapes depended 
‘upon air transportation, there was an average time tae of four to six days 

between interception and translation, Longer delays due to inclement 


weather, such as was prevalent during the latter part of February, were 


, 


1 
followed by the receipt of enormous amounts of unprocessed tapa recordings. 


The most significant North Korean development disclosed in COMINT 
material during March was the emergence of the Railroad Security seins” 
This organization, located in northeastern Korea, was charged with the 
mission of railroad defense, but also carried on soautal observation. 

At ASA Pacific, 9 enlisted men with special training din Chinese voice 
transcription arrived on 30 March to eliminate a growing backlog of unpro- 
cessed tape recordings. Experiments were undertaken in 2arly April wherein 
the tapes were both recorded and i Riasovined at the 60th Sig Sv Co in 
Korea, and the transcripticnis teletyped to ASA Pacific for translation. 

The outcome of the experiment was that transcribing personnel were shifted 
from ASA Pacific to the riewly formed Transcription Section of the 126th Sig 
Sv Oo, whitch moved to Korea, in May, to take over complete intercept on 
the Chinese voice problem. Thereafter, processing and translation kept 
abreast of intercepted traffic volume. f decision was also made to concen= 
trate all oryptanalytic and linguistic effort at ASA Pacific on voice Morse 
and spoken digit traffic. All continuous wave (CW) traffic was then sub- 
jected only tc traffi¢ analysis and passed on to Hgs ASA, in Washington, 2 
for ete ee | | 
a 1. sade Pacific, 2aMar54, Subj: Chinese Commintst Prebien, ae lL, P2 


3. Ibid. P7. 
. 4. Thid. P2, 

















The Novth Korean problem remained relatively ‘stable during April. 
‘Decryptions of enemy messages continued to provide OBiinformation as 
traffic continually nentdoned units, locaticns, seammavensate: The inac~- 
tivation of the VIII Corps became evident from the fe ch t that it “had not 
been observed in communications since February, although both the WI and 


1 . 
VII Corps with which it had been associated, continued active. Several 





Per NSA 


(b)(1),(b)(3):18 U.S.C. 798, (b)(3):50 U.S.C. 403,(b)(3):P.L. 86-36 














The Communist 5th Phase offensive, which occurred in late April and 
Hay of 1951 created extensive changes on bh North Korean main, wilitary a 
network. Combined headquarters was supplemented sr then replaced by a | 
North Korean, frontline, headquarters, which furietioned in direct control ‘of 
the North Korean corps on the Line. Key personalities in the new head- 
quarters proved tobe the same ag those .formerly located at combined hesde 
quarters. : | | 

More important, however, was the fact that the ngeel Korean ew 
“implemented a signal plan for ‘the offensive, far more ‘complex than any used 
previously. In earlier offensives, units ana gad had maintained gingle 
-radio ee with their higher’ headquarters, The “5th Phase offensive found 
noun distinct, parallel nets in use, each with a separate purpose. 
1. Rept, ASA A Pacific, 2Marsh, reer ora Communist Problem, P7.. 


2. Rept, ASA Faerie, 22Hardh y Subj: Chinese Communist, Problem, Part I, P2,. 
3. Ibid. P3, 
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These were as follows: 


(1) COMMAND—~Gonsisted of separate radio Links from frontline 
headquarters to subordinate i, IL, WI, and IV 
Corps. Net passed operations traffic. 


(2) INTEGRATED COMMAND—Consisted mainly of frontline head= 
quarters .and the IIIT and V Corps, although VII 
: Corpse appeared briefly, Net differed from com- 
mand net in that the corps communicated directly 
with each other, on lateral radio links, and was 
eas: designed to facilitate combined operations of 
the corps invokved. 


(3) ARTILLERY--Consisted of supreme headquarters, an unidenti- 
fied artillery headquarters, frontline head- 
quarters and its four subordinate corps. Tra- 
ffic passed established the fact that it was a 
distinct, separate net serving only artillery 
sections at various echelons. 

(4) SUPPLY—Consisted of supreme headquarters, frontline 

headquarters, the III, V and an unidentified 
corps. Net devoted entirely to supply matters. 

Each of these nets functioned in an efficient manner; plain text 
compromises, operators’ chatter and call sign compromises occurred with 
less frequency than in previous tactical operations. The very complexity 
of the plan demonstrated that extensive preparations were made for the 
offensive , fam and that it might be expected that any future operations 
1 

would be preceded by similar reorganization of military radio nets. 
By 21 May, the enemy offensive had failed with the Communists sus~ 
taining heavy losses and UN Forces were once again on the offensive, 
me 

“advancing into North Korean territory. On 5 June, extensive reorganiza- 
tion took place within the Operations Division of ASA Pacifid, Whereas, | 
the division had consisted of a Cryptanalyais Section and a Traffic 
Analysis Section, it was divided into Chinese, Korean and Russian Sections, 


2 
each of which performed complete C/A and T/A-on related traffic. a: 





1. Rept, ASA Pacific, 22Mar54, Subj: Korean Communist Problem, PS. 

2. Rept, ASA Pacific, 22Mar5h, ound? Chinese Communist Problem, Part T,..F3 oe Wh 
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Although research continued on the feasibility of introducing LLI 





east o 


in the forward areas of Korea, ASA Pacific was confronted with several 
problems. One of the more important of these concerned procurement of 
personnel with linguistic ability viho could be considered good security 
risks. It was soon found that it was considerably easier for an intercept 
operator to intercept his ow native tongue and translate into a language 
he had learned in school than it was to intercent a language learned in 
wahoo! and translate into a native tongue, This preelided the use of 
Army Language School graduates and American Army personnel of Chinese 
_ extraction. The problem could be solved by the contractual hiring of 
Chinese Nationalists, from either Hong Kong or’ Formosa, or a Department 
of Army Civilian (DAC) basis, who, either through schooling in the United 
States, or through the seats of the English language in Chinese colleges 
or universities, possessed enough knowledge of the English language to ' 
cope with the problem. Accordingly, G-2 FUSAK (Rear) at Taegu recruited 
five DAC's and sent them to the laéth Sig Sv Co (Advance) where prepara~ 
tions were already cndecuag tee thes schooling and dedidestion de inter- 
cept operators. | 
In early July, negotiations between the opposing forces were initiated 


; 2 
for the purpose of agreeing on a military truce, 


i 





1. Rept, ASA Pacific, 23far5i, Subj: LUI Problem, Pl. 
2. Rept, ASA Pacific, 22@Mardh, Subj:. Chinese Communist Problem, Part I, P3. 
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V. THE STALEMATE - JULY 1951 10 JULY 1953. 


| Immediately following the opening: of truce noentiatlens, two new 
North Korean radio, links appeared, subsequently identified as Setuden 
Eaesons y a site of the Genrer anegs and Supreme Headquarters in Pyong~ 
yang. Readable mpenaces were found to consist of daily: operational Bie ad 
_on the front line situation from Supreme Headquarters to NAM Il, Chief of 
‘Ne General Staff of the North Korean Army and Chief North Korean delegate 
at the Sentersias. One or. Swe messages daily mara summarized a day's 
activity and dtscusatons; and were sent to Supreme Headquarters. Others 
_ were routine, and dealt with supply, personnel, communications and requests 
for instructions on various points raised. On 25 duly, a direct North 
Koredn radio aia! betwee Kaesong and Peking came into operation, and the 
appearance of code traffic was sporadic. In this case, the greater volumes 
of traffic consisted of press and propaganda messages originated by | 
_ Communist - correspondents present at the Kaesong Conferences. 
Sim1taneous with the opening of truce negotiations, far reaching 
security changes in Worth Korean radio communications took place,, which 
seriously affected the output of COMINT from North Korean ee An 
indication of this development wag noted when a new type of call sign 
began to ape on the North Korean Military Net. The changeover was 
ragged at first, and was carried out to an extent. approaching completeness 
only after ‘the truce conferentves ee ee In full effect, the system 


provided for a call sign change every two days. This was a great improve- 





“1, Rept. ASA Pacific, 2Mlar54, Subj: KC Problem, P8. 
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ment over previoks ‘Wise of the eame call signs for long, irregular periods 
of time, Now, for the first time since the start of the conflict, the 
North Koreans were using an elaborate, scientific, systematic method of 


call sign allocation. 





Per NSA 


(b)(1),(b)(3):18 U.S.C. 798,(b)(3):50 U.S.C. 403,(b)(3):P.L. 86-36 








have been instituted even if there had not been a static situation resulting 
from the truce negotiations, little doubt was registered that the less 


critical frontline situation helped facilitate the distribution and speedy 








Per NSA 


(b)(1),(b)(3):50 U.S.C. 403,(b)(3):P.L. 86-36 











There was also a decline in the relative importance of information 
obtained from the study of North Korean material ag a result of the secon- 
dary role played by the North Korean Army following the intervention of 

1 


the Communist Forces, With the North Korean Army responsible for less 
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~ than onecthind of the main line of resistance (MLR), it: was expected that 
tactical information of North Korean sources would be sons idenabiy: reduced 
in soope, Nearly all major tactical setiede which took place subsequent 
_ to the commencement of truce negotiations, involved the Chinese Forces 
with the North Koreans playing little or no part. This static situation 
permitted installation of landlines to replace ‘the more easily intercepted 
radio as means of communication, The fact’ that the North Koreans took 
advantage of this opportunity and installed landlines in many cases was 
Seely Savabitenea during chia period. | 
' Even though cou Saaanceien was restricted by these agvense ‘factors, 
valuable iriromtion concerning enemy OB on plana sadecaned to be ‘provided; 
there were instances where original information not readily available from 
other sources was furnished, ‘This waascencieuacly true of information : 
concerning snemy activity in rear areas, from which collateral sources were ‘ 
hard-put to obtain timely, Seunater ‘information. - 
On 8 July 1951, the first ‘Low level voice intercept team (1-0, 1 EM and 
3 DAC's) was dispatohed by ASA Pacific to the IX Corps sector for a 2~ 
hour test mission to attempt eeieltaten of Chinsse voice traffic. The 
“only sduisuent ea on this test was the BC~603 radio covering a band 
spread fron 20 to 27 mes. Although the test had negative results, it 
provided an excellent ae for ‘further research into the problem of pro- 
curement and sretecnane of suitable radio intercept equipment. Following 
consultation with the FUSAK (Eighth Army) Signal Officer and an investiga- 


| tdon into what signal equipment was in the hands of, or available to, the 





J1. Rept, ASA Pacific, 2alar54, Subj: KC Problem, PLO. 
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enemy y BC 683 adie sets were apiea es scuait vention of the diseion 
by 13 August 1951. . 
The initial ASA Low level teams utilized a radio jeep as their base of 
operations with ona BC 683. Personnel consisted of 1 ASA Liaison Officer, 
1 enlisted man (ariver), and 1 radio pperalorertapelaier (DAC). ; 
Originally saan team pedoruoltenee & ‘different location daily, almays 
'. fairly close to ‘the front’ Lines. Teams were reasonably successful in their 
attempts to intercept traffic soeaed by enemy battalion and company satel : 
It shortly became evident that a.physical risk was involved in this 
method of operation, for a vehicle displaying an matenna would sooner or 
later draw eneny attention and subsequent fire. The ideal solution, which 
Was quickly adopted and remained basic, was the use of a permanent location . 
“whieh would afford the Haat coreuaus of enemy nets and, at the same time, 
afford wecuity for personnel eustneds: This consisted of an MLR bunker- 
type ‘position, Ndug in" on the- reverse slope of ‘a hill. The best position 
- was found to be on a hil facing eneny transmitters, ehuiaine dnbencestinn® 
of uninterrupted Linsact-dient transmissions which gave strong, clear, and 
readable signals, : | | 
Peo aeua was slow in the baginning and acknowledgement of successes 
came almost ontarely from the regimental level, ‘whose personnel 1 were the. 
main recipients of this new form of COKINT. Results in the North. Korean ~ 
' sector were found to be poor, largely baeaiige of the caliber of the trans= 
lators, who dould not readily distinguish between the nets of the North 
Roresne and those. of the South th Koreans. Shipments of additional DAC's 
fran Hone Kong and Formosa were delayed for some time pending solution to 


a question of monetary payment. A DA ruling at the time required that 
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non-citizena of the US be paid in the currency of the country vhere they 


' were employed. The official currency of the South Korean Government, 
however, was not acceptable to the Chinese DAC's. Recruiting vas resumed 
only after the problem was amicably resolved. Meanghile, the interruption 

- of recruiting necessitated the use of prisoner of war interrogation teang 

_ (IPH), which did not prove satirely satisfactory, as these personnel were 
not always free from their Sound taenites j 

Soon after the inception of the low level voice intercept program, 
a standing operational procedure was developed by the 501st Communications . 
Reconnaissance Group which had arrived in Korea in July, 1951. This © 
aucuesat was designed to Semiets activities of all seliatdng and future 
low level teams. G-2 EUSAK also advised its officers and. subordinate units 
with reference to the handling of the intelligence produst’ of the operation 
and permission to disseminate low level intelligence to command echelons 
down to regimantal level. | | 

From August through November 1951, the composition of most LLI teams 
consisted of 1 Liaison Officer, 1 to 3 DAC Chinese translator-interpretora 
in combination with up to 3 Chineso-speaking Korean nationals, 1 EM (MOS 
1709), and 1 EM (MOS 1805). Actually, seven ASA teams were formed and 
located along the I and IX Corps fronts during this period of operations « 


These were: 


*303d CRB ; - 
TEAM “-OHIT SUPPORTED . 
1 Sth ROKA Div 
2 ‘ist US Cav Div 
3 (25th US Inf Div 


4 let OW Dive 
* Arrived Korea, 6 June 1951." | 
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: 6th ROKA Div 
24th US Inf Div 
: 2d ROKA Div 


Except in the case of the lst Commonwealth Division, C~rations were 
furnished for front line use by the supported division. In all cases, 
messing facilities at base sites were provided by unit command posts with 
which the teams bivouacied. In the case of teams assigned to Republic 
of Korea Army (ROKA) Division sectors, such facilities were furnished by - 
the Korean Military Advisory Croup (KMAG). The DAC's were fed and billeted 
in an officer status. Clothing, Suis: and tentage were obtained from 
Gomi Recon Bus wherever possible, bub unavailable minor items were obtained 

. on an unofficial basis by the bean Liaison attics from the supported 
isieren and adjacent units. Wire telephone comuunications from front . 
‘line bunkers to base sites ware established; equipment for these being 
‘procured through "unofficial favors" granted by the vies supported, 
This type of logistic support was common throughout the Korean campaign. 

One of the hindrances to the success of the LLI effort that became 
immediately evident, was the unwarranted practice of UN personnel, both 
American and ROK troops, of cutting im on the Cainese ceaneneeiods in an 

oo attempt to.engage enemy operators in conversation, or revilement. The. 
enemy's awareness ‘that he was. being neard resulted in an innediate rise in 


the volume of encoded traffic and a general improvement in his COMSEC, 





- ® arrived Korea, 2 July 1951. 
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Although specific orders were frequently seat to divisional and regimental 
commanders prohibiting this practice, it never ceased entirely. ‘This 

was particularly true in the case of ROKA troops in the IX and X US 

Corps sectors. 

' WAth the arrival of the 30lst Commnications Reconnaissance Battalion 
in Korea in the early part of December 1951, a new low level team was 
attached to the 25th US Inf Div to intercept North Korean traffic. As 
a technical aid to analytic effort, an IBM Hill Run was completed in 
Yenuary, 1959 sting elgnificant BA1%s in a eteip approximately five 
miles on both sides of the MLR. . _ 

On 15 Agua’ 1951, the first field translation team was sent by 
ASA Pacific to the 126th Sig Sv Co in Korea to perform on-the-spot trane- 
lation, minimizing delay between intercept time and the time translations 


reached the consumer. To insure accuracy, translations issued by this 


team were spot checked by ASA Pacific. In time, more translating personnbl 


were sent to augment this effort at the company (redesignated the 326th 
Commmications Reconnaissance Company (Int) in October, 1951) and the 
volume of translations increased. To meet this problem, a1] messages 
eveceentibe the IBM Section of ASA Pacific for the preparation of ver~ 
tical runs equating code with CTC numbers and equivalent meanings in 
English. This made it possible for personnel with very limited linguistic 


background, or none at all, to obtain the crux of a message at a glance. 
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_Languagd School, the IBM method of decoding messages was dropped, and 
research on code groups in the proper context of the Chinese Language 
initiated. By the latter part of December 1951, responsibility for 
translation had been assumed by the 326th CRC and the function of the 
Chinese Section became one of furnishing support to ASA units in Korea’ — 
by isolating, breaking and developing code aataas and by training new 
personnel prior to their assignment, 

iis Spartan’ -changacda Ghe: teungertbieg ceodedune Ab tne S26eh CRC 
was also effected at this time when a detachment of the unit was | 
established north of Uijongbu with the 25th Inf Div. This resulted in 
prompt availability ‘of datenaepted material to processing personnel, as well 
as more efficient tabeveephc By this time, Chinese DAC's recruited from 
Formosa had come to be utilized for the transcribing of material recorded ; 
on tapes. Because of security regulations, recording on tapes was being 
accomplished in the intercept section of the company, from which Chinese 
DAC's were excluded, and transcription was being performed by the DAC's in 
another area, separate from the Intercept Section. This new policy permitted 
Chinese DAG's to transcribe material direétly in the Intercept Seotion, 

both listening to intercept in process and having the tapes recorded at 
the same time to refer to. Not only was the production of transcribed 
material greatly expedited, but with the DAG's on hand to intercept opera~. 
tor's chatter, it proved possible to maintain more complete intercept 
without loss due to sudden shifts in freduioney’, changes in call signs, 
schedules, etc. 


ain a et 
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By August 1951, "SA A_Pacific was chargéd by AFSA with primary res- 





nonsibility for traffic analysis on the following targeta: 


Per NSA 





(b)(1),(6)( 
(3):50 U.S. 


3):18 
C. 4 


SU. S.C. 798,(b) 
03,(o)(3)P.L. 86 





Chinese Communist Navigational Air Nets 





To fulfill a need for optimum exploitation of Chinese 
Communist Navigational Air systems which were producing messages 
of tactical value, ASA Pacific established the "Northern 
Fox Detachment" in Korea during August, 1951. It was to 
translate messages right at the intercept site and forward 
findings direstly to 5th AF Headquarters in Korea for 


intelligence processing. 
(b)(1),(b)(3):18 U.S.C. 798,(b)(3):50 U.S.C. 403,(b)(3):P.L. 86-36 











nnel who comprised the detachment were assigned to 
h GRO from ASA Pacific and further attached to the 


Fifth Airforce. 

In oe the 6920th Security Group assumed 
full responsibil for the air net and the detachment. 
This formed 2 basta for the eventual transfer of the en- 
tire air problem to th 6920th Air Force Security Group 
effective 11 March 1952, “SALL ASA Pacific personnel 
assigned to the ai problem were then placed on indefin- 
ite TDY to render technical asSistance.t As personnel of 
the 6920th became familiar with the air problem, men on 
fTDY returned to ASA Pacific in smal. increments, and by 
September, 1952, all had returned and were reassigned to x 
other parts of the pashan 





ie during this period, were processed: deyel— 
oped and almost fully identified before the processing : 


function was transferred. Translation_of these msssages 
‘simplified traffic analysis, and from [(0)(D.@)G)16 USC. 796,(0) lat 
was possible to reconstruct and locate nets throughout China 
and Manchuria although the stations themselves were never 
actually intercepted. 
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(b)(1),(b)(3):18 U.S.C. 
i 798,(b)(3):50 U.S.C. 403, 
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Chinese Communist Peoples' Volunteer Army 


The Chinese Communist Peoples! Volunteer net— 














(b)(1),(b)(3):18 U.S.C. 798,(b)(3):50 U.S.C. 403,(b)(3):P.L. 86-36 
; [In May 1951, the 126th (adv) moved to 
Korea and was followed shortly -thereafterc by the main 
unit. Eventually, all manual Morse intercept of CCF in 
Korea was transferred'to this company. In June, a re- 
organization of communications occurred which reduced the 
number of call signs from 150 to 80, thereby producing 

a system of schedules and contacts. This was later to 
allow composite interpretation gf the network to reveal 
the underlying order of battle. 








































































| (b)(3):P.L. 86-36 
Chinese Communist Voice Nets (Spoken Digit 
cé~spoken digits and voice Morse (spoken Morse codes ) 
sion were used for the most.part by CCF 
redj>.and AAA units. Because the traffic 
ats (b)(1) ,(b)(3):18 U.S.C. 798,(6)(3)50 |7/A was not 
sis of message externals to accomplish 
t reconstruction, identification 
e of net and station continui- 
content were used to supple- j 
schedules, and signature 
ly valuable in providing 
In fact, meveral: pert lete nets were 
reconst coud and identified. T/A was\alsovable to assist 
\ ne 
(b)(1),(b)(3):18 U.S.C. 798,(b)(3):50 U.S.C. 403, (b)( . 86-36 
East hina Military Nets (Third Field a 
\ ; (1). (by 18 US. 4 
sare eld Army) were |798,(5)(3):50 U.S.C. 403] 
(b)(3):18 U.S.C. 798,(b)(3):50 U.S.C. 403, (b)(3):P.L. 86-36 on nine positions 
until 1953,'when four were added. Very little actual 
intelligence was derived from analysis of the East China 
nets because of \the paucity of intercept and this could 
be classed only 4s sampling." It would have been almost 
impossible to. produce intelligence on any of these radio 
stations unless int é 
at least doubled. : 
(b)(1),(b)(3):18 U.S.C. 798,(b)(3):50 U.S.C. 403,(b)(3):P.L. 86-36 
1. ane, 
. Paged 9 .J/ 
Cony — Pag. 














Per i . Beuinos teescae mine 


The Peking~Kaesong link » Lae was copied bx one position 
located in the‘ gréa of, (0) during the period July 
1951-September 1952;~ artis was passed in Ming and 
plain English; containing propaganda releases and per~ 
gaa bi but no intelligence was produced. This 

gradually phased out and interception was termin- 
ated in favor of Peoples! Volunteer Army communications .+ 




















(6)(1),(b)(3):18 U.S.C. 
798,(b)(3):50 U.S.C. 
403,(b)(3):P.L. 86-36 





i \ Northeast Military District Nets 
se identified as Northeast Air Force Administrative Nets) 


The Northeast Military District was first covered 
yy |(5)(1),(b)(3):18 U-S.C. 798,(b)(3)50 U.S.C. | and later transferred to 
wh )(bi(S):18 U'S.C-"788,(Y3)-50 U.S.C. 403,06) It was tentatively 
identified as the Chinese Communist Northeast Air Force 
Administrative Network and so redesignated. ASA Pacific 
continued to process it. Meanwhile, another network in 
China proper, considered military, was also redesignated 
Administrative Air and was included inthe processing. 
Analysis resulted in several recoveries at ASA Pacific, 


(b)(1),(b)(3):18 U.S.C. 798,(b)(3): 



























Procedures on this network 
in many ways still resembled Chinese Communist military 
procedures. Because of a duplication of effert at ASA 
Pacific and NSA, and the fact that this was an Air Force 
non-consumer target, NSA relieved ASA Pacific for the 
responsibility of processing the administrative air net- 
work and termination was completed on May 15, 1953. 

The front line in Korea was stabilized as the year 1952 began. 
Activity was at a minimum, consisting mostly of minor patrol actions; 
many of the cryptosystems being used by artillery units had been broken, 
and were providing a constant flow of intelligence which, though not 
of made aRPORUENCS was serving as a general picture of the enemy 
artuataens At thie same time, LL was proving woxtlohits: UN Ge2'g 
were able in many cases to utilize avert egense gained through this 


source both to reduce casualties eaauee ine in UN patrols, and to 
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increase acauracy of fire-brought to-bear on enemy patrols. 


By April, eight ASA low level teams were in operation and their 

successes were being acknowledged by division and corps commanders. 
In fact, the Commanding General, I Corps, gratified with the eau 
obtained: in his sector, requested that the Commanding General, Eighth Arny 
take action to "increase the ASA effort available at the earliest 
practibable time," 

he overall low level picture, however, was not altogether bright 
as considerable difficulty still existed in obtaining iinaunetes DAC's 
were arriving in small numbers; in many instances amounting only to replace- 
ments for those lost because of illness, saat considerations, or. poor 
operating efficiency. In one instance, because linguists on a team were 
inoapabte of. translating directly from Chinese to English, the liaison 
officer improvised an emergency arrengement whereby toustase” thunalice 
ne were made—from Chinese to Japanese, then from Japanese to English-- 
with a loss of valuable time, effort and accuracy. With respect to bad 
security risks, it was found that DAC's who were eseuea from Hong Kong 
were less reliable than those who were recruited from Formosa. It was 
then decided that all future recruiting would be limited to DAC's from 
the Chinese nationalist sifonatold, 

Constant sabensol was performed on radio receivers, and by April 

all low level teams of the 303d CRB ware equipped with SCR-300, BC-683 
and the BC-603. At the same time asumeor the 30),th CRB and one team S 


of the 301st CRB were using both the BC-683 and the BC-603. It was 
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soon determined that thé best” equipment for the low level mission was 











the BC-683 ‘and the SCR-300. While the BC-683 was preferred, its use in 

8 “fixed site presented a problem ton it ,ponered with a° l2-volt wet-cell 

battery and continuous operation necessitated eevohmeine at least once 

every 24 hours, ‘The batteries wane also matey and hard to handle, and 
as most of the sites could not be reached by vehicle, there was no re- 

. course. but, for the men to carry the batteries up and down hills. To 
overcome this, some teams’ borrowed PE~210'g (battery chargers) which 
enabled them to MpeEeoes recharging at team sites. ‘Aftor a few months, 
the 501st CRG was able to obtain special authorization allowing éach tean 
one PE-210; The S0R~300 used a BA~70 dry-cell vattery, always in ample 
supply. Other radios tested included the BC~787, ANG/RC-9, and’ the BC- 
603. Although. some front line tactical traffic was intereepted on the 
BC~603 , it could not compare with the large volume received over the f 

“favored BO-683 and ee | 

On 23. April, 195237 ‘Feadjustnent of. the gperatlonal and adninistrative 

“functions of the 50let CRG with relation to the low level voles intercept 

effort was effected, ‘ALL ASA unites in mappaet of combat divisions wera — 
‘designated as intelligence aegelona,. ‘or division operating platoons, 

"to provide a framework on which to increase division support, both in 
low level intercept and security monitoring." Battalions of the 50lst 
were to continue the exercise of command over intelligence companies as 
well as assume pommants adnintetrative, and operational control of intelli- 


gence sections, and division operational platoons. ; oe 
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Coincident with this development, a low level voice intbenegoe bal 
Research Section was organized at the 501st CR& consisting of one OIC, 
two clerk typhate, and three spioaver Cues geo It was the responsi- 
bility of this section to perform further analysis on traffic received 
from battalions, with special emphasis on net reconstruction and crypt- 
analysis of the enemy's low level code and coverword systems. As 
recoveries were made, they were notated as to the unit using the code and 
date of use, which proved most, valuable in determining movement g and 
relieff of enemy units. Except in isolated cases of signal deception, 
enemy units ageing off the line or withdrawing from Korea would take their 
code books with them, instead of Saeutne them on to relieving units, 
Monthly reports were published and sent to them (Comm Recon Bns, ASA 
Pacific and Hq ASA). Captured enemy documents of interest were produced 
and imeediately dispatched to the battalions most likely to Sa eonseshed, 

\ These documents were also an aid in research on the i code systems, 
apovddine insight into his methods of code book onstruction and cover— 
word igen 

By May 1952, 10 ASA low level voice intercept teams were in full 
operation; with sutnosalian for 80 more DAC's having been approved, 
plans were made. for addition of 9 more teams. The need for them was 
emphasized by the ‘fact that practically all. US divisions in Korea were. 
conducting low level voice intercept programa of their own y utilizing 
for the most part, idle IPW teams. These efforts, which were coordina- 


ting and teing supergised by ASA units, along with constant demands t 
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of corps ani Giedsion commanders. Zy eretnbed up the nacessity for cat 
expansion of the ASA low level voice intercept program to provide 
divisions with the support they required. 

In July 1952, authority was received from the ACofS, G2, DA, to 
disseminate Chinese low level voice intercept intelligence to battalion 
S~2's and division G-2's ona "need~to~know" basis witnout eadswend 
marking, provided’ that personnel concerned were Sieieed for SECRET 
Security Information. After the material was passed from liaison detach- 
ment to Comm Recon Bas at corps: level for further processing, the resulta 
were marked with a codeword nee a SECRET Security antornet oe cliassifi~ 
cation. Dissemination to corps G2 of aeaawond information was either — 
given directly to ASA Comm Recon Bn at corps, to the corps G-2 or through 
the SSO at corps to the corps’ G2. The choice in each case was based on 
convenience. This new policy allowed for greater latitude of action and 
more pecs eames et of COMINT to those who had an immediate "need-to- 


knows"! 


With the passing of the first year of operations, the low level effort 





became eonreoited with the loss of personnel due to DA and ASA Korean 

theater rotation policies. Under the former, ASA personnel serving in 

areas to the rear of divisions were earning 2 points a month, at divisions 
' 

or further forward, 3 points a month, and in front line bunkers, 4 points 

a month. Forty points were needed to return to the ZI. Under the latter 


policy; a man could rotate out of the Korean theater into another ASA post 


in the Pacific theater if he had served six or more months in Korea and had 
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a replacenent. The seshienaeues of replacing losses due to rotation 
with qualified personnel. It became clear that valuable time was eine 
Loi in training men at the intercept site, but facilities for training 
elsewhere in Korea were non-existent. Virtually no instruction along 
this Line jeiibotee given at the ASATC, from ‘which new personnel oe 
being cadalved: In view of the need, a low level indoctrination course 
sites instituted at ASA Pacific on ‘al July 72s for the benefit of newly 
arrived ASA personnel destined for sagen. to Korea. This course 
was not intended to cover all the many intricate and unique factors 
involved “in the Low Level operation, which eould be learned in the field. 
It did, however, familiarize new operational personnel with the purpose 
and general working of the romans 

Ground action during the late. summer months of 1952 was relatively 
slight, consisting almost entirely of small enemy Peehee and the usual 
patrol AChAOnE Ys Chinese Conmunist stations of what were felt to be ‘high 
level chinese units, such as armies and, army groups, had developed into 
a complex gaa mbekineieds netwohey Thousands of man hours were ‘spent by 
ieee units in exploitation, but nothing conexete | was accomplished. 

Finally, on 8 August 1952, - intercept of a plain text message provided 
an puioek couplete eect From collateral information concerning 
various branch headquarters” of Chinese Communist Forces, two of. which 

were identified, it was: soon ‘possible to astablish tentative identity for 

three more and the armies they served. Following this, it became a 
simple matter, to report movement of a army within Korea, or into or out of a 


eR 
1. Rept. ASA Pacific, 22Mar54, Subj: LLVI Problem, Pé. ae 
2. Ibid. Subj: CC Problem, Part II, Ph. . = 











_Per NSA 








(b)(1),(b)(3):18 
U.S.C. 798,(b) 
(3):50 U.S.C, 
403,(b)(3):P.L. 
86-36 








Korea, based on a shppascin’ for caeaatien of radio contact witha brandh 
Lf 3 i - — [(b)(1),(b)(3): 18 U.S.C. 798, (b)(3):50 
eadquarters./ 8 By tate September, ASA units were 




















U.S.C. 403,(b)(3):P.L. 86-36 
(b)(1),(b)(3):18 U.S.C. 798,(b)(3):50 U.S.C. 403,(b)(3):P.L, 86-36 being tranamitted over voice 
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“The _period+duly ts 1 October 1952 » was also-a. period of “Erudtion 
for the low level voice intercept effort. Additional teams were established, 
activities of the Analysis and Processing Section of the 50lst CRG wera 
stepped up, and policy broadened for the dissemination of material derived 
from low level voice intercept hicaeers . 
By 1 October, 15 LLI teams, inciuding one test team of the 204th CRB, 
were in operation, .By battalion they were: 


301st ~ 2 teams 


303d - 8 teams 
304th - 4, teams (plus 1 test team) 


£ 


An ssenoued sup lementary list of equipment contributed to the fact 
that those teams were better equipped than their predecessors. Teams of 
the 301lst CRB had 63% Ordnance, 41% QM, and 80% Signal equipment at the 
time of denink bimenit Those of the 303d CRB had 78% Ordnance, 46.5% My 
and 76% Signal equipment, and teams of the 304th had 80% Ordnance, 36.9% 
QM, and 73.2% signal. 

ifetner eas development during this period was the increased 
proficiency wath: which ASA units were able to provide higher echelons with 
strong. indications of ma jor enemy actions. Such was the case of WHITE 


HORSE MOUNTAIN, undoubtedly the classi€é example of ASA support to an army 
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An intercepted high level Chinese Communist military message, . 


followed by aralysia, provided the first clue that this large scale enemy 


attack was being planned. One misleading factor, however, was that the 





majority of Chinese Comnunist units} — (6)(1),(b)(3):18 U.S.C. 798,(b)(3):50 U.S.C. 403,(b)(3):P.L. 86-36 j 





by ASA were artillery units, Definite indication would normally have been 
evident through woguesee- fon tases amounts of ammunition and movement of 
artillery sada a survey of translations for the period 1 September 
to Peis 1952, disclosed no Mn sua activity of this type underway. 

» it was these scemingly normal Shteneritie, thought to be for current 
use by the Ist Artillery Division, 2ist Artillery Division (Katyusha) 
and the 7th Artillery Division, that permitted the gradual Dre of 
ammnition stoeks in preparation for. reinforced attack, 

On 1 October 1952, a message transmitted by an unidentified tank 
regiment confirmed the contemplated attack, It was interpreted as uel: 
eating that an wetion was to take place either on the day of the message 

. or in the immediate ie Details were complete to the point the tank. 
regiment was to provide artillery support, 

At 1700 hours on 2 October the measage was hand carried to the SSO, 
EUSAK to determine if enemy action had been initiated, No unusual enemy 
activity seounned during the night of 1 October and up to 2000 hours, 2 
October. This swede. led to the conclusion that a large scale enemy 

operation was to be carried out in the immediate future. The possibility 


that additional details of this impending action would be transmitted by 





ONES MOM OPL ioe (required great speed in proeessing future translations. 
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TVD ABTSHIS USS 708. ane ; 
Accord nse 403,(b)(3):P.L. 86-36 en. 3 EM) was dispatched from 
St weiter 1 


the s0lst CRG. to! ppenets at the intercept site of the 329th CRC. Teletype 


oe 





403,(b6)(3):P 86-36 








facilities were made available for the ‘Gpanienhaaton to Group Hq of all 
(7,0) B18 US... 798, (b) 
i anslations ‘having a bearing on the operation, Cee ene t= | the bale 












of Chinese traffic was performed at Hq 50ist fee Although ine. cobn at 
the 329th CRC had OB information available, the OB Sectisn abvenchp was 
ee on 24-hour alert to process incoming translations, thereby 
giving colmanders a more detaited analysis of intercept. “Through this 
coordinated ebfort, translations were completely abudseaed from the 


intercept site at thé company, through OB, then to- SSO, EUSAK in less than 








four (4) hours after’ 


(b)(1),(b)(3):18 U.S.C. 798,(b)(3):50 
U.S.C. 403,(b)(3):P.L. 86-36 





“Within hours after commenced operation, vital 





information needed by UN “commanders came. In a message dated 3 October 
1952, Pie-Gaee, time, objective, and units to be employed during the | 
attack re disclosed. On 4 October 1952, the exact hour was again men~ 
'. tioned in a neodages “This corroborated Per ne by a CCF 
deserter apprehended three days, care to the attack, The PW disclosed 
that his unit, the BOA Regiment, Listh Division had iasetved pre-attack 
training for a period of four. weeks; that the attack would take place 
between the Ath eng ae of October 1952, He also revealed that considerable 
artillery had noved ato the area to support the attack on Hill 395 which 
would be further. aipnorked by many tanks. . 

AS the time for the attack drew near, ‘additional detaile became 


i; 


available from translated messages, These indicated that under the cover 
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‘of an artillery barrage, troops of the 1U,th Division, 38th CCF Army 


were to cross the main line of departure to the assualt line of.departure. 


Upon the signal from division for the main attack to start, the artillery 


barrage would .be lifted, permitting troops to advance upon their objective. 


The artillery barrage was to be coordinated among elemsnts of the 113th 


Division Artillery, L4th Division Artillery, an unimown tank regiment, | 


202d Artdllery Regiment (Katyusha) and elements of the let Artillery Divi- 


a eons Mestages: translated on 3 October furbher indicated that the enemy 


was: to employ tanks ‘to support the 610th Regiment ‘and follow the infantry 
up two hills in direct eur and possibly atent off any UN counter 
attack. 

In another translated message, it was disclosed -_ elements of the 
116th Division, 39th COF Army, in support of the Listh Division along the 


western flank, were to launch attacks against UN troops to their immediate 
L 


‘front. The attacks occurred but on a lesser scale than was stated. Ih - 


fact, there were fifteen probes and attacks anataated by the enemy during 
the’ period 3-7 October. | | 

; Phage two of the battle of WHITE HORSE MOUNTAIN concerned traffic 
intercepted by LLI teams from 1-Us October 1952. Each team was located on 


high ground in bunkers near the gcene. of the actual fighting. The teams 


, operated 2h, hours a day, employing DAC's. of Chinese nationality, to inter- 


cept enemy voice transmissions by means of radios ranging in frequency from 


20 mes to: 54 mds. 


It is interesting to note that little or no advance indication of the - 


enemy's intention to attack was found in intercepted messages of the low 
level teams. The only abnamality whic: would tend to indicate any CCF 
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movement was the increased number of messages sent, but no direct 

mention of an attack was intercepted. 

An extenuating factor in studying the maximum effect of this radio 
intercept and the results obtained, is that the attack occurred in a 

Republic of Korea Division sted In this particular situation, infor- Nook 


mation relayed to ROK unit commanders was first processed through KMAG “ae 


| 
| 
fe 
| 
| 


7 iy 
for evaluation and dissemination. , . 
Ageia pene uo 


In contrast}, most artillery units in the sector were manned by US “7 
personnel, thus enabling ASA units to pass valuable tactical material — 


directly to artillery unit S-2's for immediate action. Evaluation and 





Si i tN 


dissemination of tactical intelligence data, in this case, were conse= 


| quently more efficient. 

_ From 1 to 5 October, all low level traffic intercepted pertained to 
communication checks and zeroing of artillery pieces. On 3 October, the : 
day preceding the original attack date, interdepted traffic volume increased, 
then decreased the next day. Another increase occurred on 5 October, the 
day prior to the actual attack. This indicated that some type of: activity 
was going to take place; however, there was no definite indication of what 


it was or where it would happen. Later during this same’ day, a message was 
2 


transmitted indicating that no action would take place. 


f 
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To iVustrate correlation between tnfoemation obtained from ASA Low 


level voice intercept and verified intelligence, highlights of the VHITE 


HORSE MOUNTAIN (Hill 395) action which took place during the period .6 


1 


October, the day of the attack, until 14 October, follow: _ 


“6 October 


‘Lawilevel voice ipbesuene reports cited specifically, 


through exact traffic quotations, that launching 


' of the CCF attack on Hill 395 would be signalled by 


the transmitted message "East Wind" initiating an 
artillery preparation at 1930 hours. 


- 1830 hours--Signal "East Wind" aDeceeaPtens 


‘Hote: 


Righth Army PIR reported 8048 ere of mixed 

artillery fell in 9th ROK Division sector. This 
was interpreted as pre-attack artillery prepara- 
tions and fire in support of the initial assualt. 


1940 hours--Message ordering a reservoir bridge 

destroyed at the southern terminal of the Pangnae~- : 
Ho Reservoir intercepted and passed to KMAG = G«2, 
9th ROK. The purpose was to flood the YOKKOK River 

to such an extent as to isolate WHITE HORSE MOUNTAIN, 

and prevent reinforcements from reaching the fighting 

area during the early stages of the action. The 

flood gates were actually opened, but the expected 

flood did not materialize as the water level rose 

only an average of 25 feet. At no time during the 

action did the increased water level present a major 

tactical obstacle to the UN forces. ' 
1945 hours—-Intercepted traffic relayed to S-2's and 
KMAG, G-2 advisor by ASA teams reported CCF infantry 
assault:which later development into a full-scale 
attack-~this was reported by Eighth Army PIR as 
beginning at 2040 hours at two positions. 


Note: 
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Estimated size of attacking units was five companies 
to more than two battalions. This was based on the 


fact that CCF units used the triangle system, i.e., 


three companies per battalion, three battalions per 
regiment, etc., and a system of numbers to identify 
the companies. It was assumed from intercept that 


ee ee ges 


1. Rept. ASA Pacific, 2Mar5;, Subj: "CC Problem, Part 2, Pll. 
ee ee OF eee . mS 


TDA Dee COpi8s 





nn ed 




















Eighth Army PIR, confirmed by intercept, estimated 
enemy reinforcements of battalion strength was 
effected at 2100 hours, 


Note: 


While the battle of WHIT® HORSE MOUNTAIN was in 
progress, information was sent from the Intelli- 
gence Officer, COMNAVFE, to the Assistant Chief 
of Staff, G2, Hq FECOM, concerning Chinese voice 

’ transmissions being heard on the SCR=300 by UN 
forces stationed on Yodo island in Wonsan Harbor. 
It was suggested that an ASA low level intercept 
team be sent to survey the situation in the hope 
that intelligence derived from intercept there 
would be transmitted directly: to naval units oper- 
ating in the immediate area, Such information 
would help afford maximum: protection to naval air- 
craft, at the time being harrassed by Communist 
MTGts, and in turn render enemy aircraft more 
vulnerable to UN counterattack. 


10 October 


At 0135 ‘hours, UN troops had secured the crest 

and were holding and consolidating their gains. . 

The enemy attacked again, however, at 0800, - # 

employing two battalions, and UN troops were 

forced from the crest.l The UN counterattacked 

at 1140 hours, and after again seizing the crest 
‘moved beyond it about 300 yards. Another enemy 

attack supported by heavy mortar and artillery 
- fire, was launched at 1815 hours. This pene- 

penetrateds the UN lines again, forcing a with~ 

drawal to a position 200 yards south of the 

crest. Once again, the UN attacked, this time 
at 1930 hours, with two battalions and advanced 
slowy throughout the night. 


The fact that friendly troops were attacking from 
three directions was intercepted at about the time 
of the final UN attack of the day. Most inter~ 





cepted traffic, however, concerned artillery _ REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED 
firing and adjustments. There was, however, (ON |2 September 2009 


one message which indicated that a new unit was r 

to be committed by the CCF. ‘This was confirmed Te eee ; 
by Eighth Army PIR which stated that the lst Neen, 8 
Bn, 335th Regiment was committed during the . : 
period 1124-1224. ‘Further, enemy casualties . 
were reported as 519 estimated KIA, 1,108 esti- es 
mated WIA, and 16 POW's. + 


Ia, 






ii eae wR OT ae are hs Copies 


i. Rept ASA a betel Subj: CC Problem, Part II, P16 ues, 











On 10 Octobe 






3%a,ow level voice intercept team was 
dispatched. by ASA Pacific consisting of 1-0, 2M 
(one traffic analyst and one radio maintenance 
specialist) and three DAC's along with the following 
equipment: 3xSCR-300, 1 BC-603, 1 BC~683, and 1 
AN/GRC-9). All four radios were used continually 
for 14 hours the first four days and approximately 
10 hours the last three days. Results obtained 
were far from encouraging for the intercepted CCF 
transmissions emanated from nets associated with 

CCF armies that ware being amply covered by low 
level sites on the main peninsula. It was believed 


_that the voice broadcasts reported by the Navy were 


"freak transmissions"; OB at that time indicated 
that only North Korean forces were stationed in 
the immediate Wonsan area. 


11 October 


‘UN began action at 0430 in support of friendly 
action on WHITE HORSE MOUNTAIN by firing at the 
crest and other strong points from positions on 
the MLR, Meanwhile, the two UN Bns continued 
their advance and by 0700 hours had secured the 
crest. The enemy fell back from the fighting 
area, but was instructed to search UN bodies and 
also to attempt to find woynded UN personnel - 


’ goutheast of the mountain, 


Intercepted message alerted CCF trcors for a vossi- 
ble UN attack at 1215 peut 


Note: 
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eS Cm ction th pougheut the remainder of the night. 
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(Here, CCF troops used "HM time rather than "I" time 
as used by UN forces, Consequently, they remained 
one hour behind the time used by UN forces.) 


UN attack occurred and enemy traffic indicated 
heavy casualties were sustained by the CCF. As 
the attdck pressed on, 50 UN troops reached a 
new position only to be. forced back by heavy 
artillery and mortar fire. 


Intercepted traffic stated later that a elntoneea 
Bn was going to counterattack. - At 1620, forces 
consisting of a company and siz squads attacked 
and forced UN troops to withdraw toa position 50 
yards below the crest. The attack was halted and 
the enemy was subsequently forced to withdraw, 
apparently due to the lack of artillery support and 
small arms ammunition. UN troops held their posi-_ 
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FoR ee then Bh serongrout the remainder of the night. 








On 10 Octobe#, Ya low level voice intercept team was 
dispatched. by ASA Pacific consisting of 1-0, 2H 
(one traffic analyst and one radio maintenance 
specialist) and three DAC's along with the following 
equipment: 3«SCR-300, 1 BC-603, 1 BC-683, and 1 
AN/GRC-9). All four radios were used continually 
for 14 hours the first four days and approximately _— 
10 hours the last three days. Results obtained 
were far from encouraging for the intercepted CCF 
a transmissions emanated from nets associated with 
-\ CCF armies that were being amply covered by low 
cm level sites on the main peninsula. It was believed 
pe that the voice broadcasts reported by the Navy were 
: "freak transmissions"; OB at that, time indicated 
that only North Korean forces were stationed in 
the immediate Wonsan area. ; 


Ll October 


‘UN began action at 0430 in support of friendly 
action on WHITE HORSE MOUNTAIN by firing at the 
crest and other strong points from positions on 
the MLR, Meanwhile, the two UN Bns continued 
their advance and by 0700 hours had secured the 
crest, The enemy fell back from the fighting 
area, but was instructed to search UN bodies and 
also to attempt to find woynded UN personnel - 

‘ goutheast of the mountain, 


Intercepted message alerted CCF trcors for a vossi- 
ble UN attack at 1215 Hous 


Note: 


(Here, CCF troops used "H" time rather than "I" time 
as used by UN forces. Consequently, they remained 
one hour behind the time used by IN forces.) 


UN attack occurred and enemy traffic indicated 
heavy casualties were sustained by the CCF. As 
the attdck pressed on, 50 UN troops reached a 
new position only to be forced back by heavy 
artillery and mortar fire. 


Intercepted traffic stated later that a patsiforseds 
Bn was going to counterattack. At 1620, forces 
REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED consisting of a company and six squads attacked 
ON 2 SePT 2009 and forced UN troops to withdraw toa position 50 
BY USAINSCOMPFOIPA yards below the crest. The attack was halted and 
Auth Para 4-102 DOD 3200.1 the enemy was subsequently forced to withdraw, 
apparently due to the lack of artillery support and 
gmall arms ammunition. UN troops held their posi-_ 
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Highth ArmyPIR reports stated that UN artillery was 
diructed numerous times throughout the day and 
inflicted heavy cusualties. Through interception 
of several messages, it appeared that the UN 
counter—battery fire was very effective, as one 
artillery bn had, only seven pieces left from an 
oviginal twelve. 


12 October: 


Limited radio transmissions occurred in the combat 
area. There were hazy indications from intercepted 
traffic that UN forces might attack again. At O800 
UN forces launched an attack, which encountered 
stiff resistance. At noon, the crest was regained. 
Fighting continued, however, for control until 
1330 hours. By 1500 hours, enemy resistance had 
weakened and UN troops had seemred the crest. 


Intercept of enemy messages at 1240 hours revealed 
that UN forces wers in possession of 6 out of 9 
positions. Intercept at 0235 hours indicated that 
the CCF were shooting UN POl's captured on WHITE 
WORSE MOUNTAIN. 


13 October: 


See-saw battle on WHITES HORSE. MOUNTAIN continued 
with UN troops slowly regaining the upper hand and 
retaking terrain previously lost. On a hill imed~ 
lavely west of the mountain, UN troops were forced 
to retire, suffering heavy losses. Although the 
‘CCF had a reinforced Bn, Lhey ‘requested more troops 
and artillery support,.2 — 


intercepted traffic Indicated a heavy toll of 
casualties among the CCF dug in on the North 

slope of WHITE HORSE MOUNTAIN, disclosed infor— 
mation about reinforcements and determination of 

CCF comianders to hold their positions, and referred 
to the Killing of UN POW's. 


Li October: 
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inorning hours when a UN Bn, by a hardhitting 
BY USAINSCOM FOI PA attack, wiped out two enemy platoons in an initial 
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Traffic intéreépted later inting the day indicated: ee 
complete and utter defeat of the CCF troopa in their: ee ear 
attempt to capture WHITE HORSE MOUNTAIN. Confusion . 
and the large number of casualties among the CCF 
commanders and troops, plus the continuous UN | 
counterattacks and artillery left the CCF soldier 
id with only the hope of remaining alive.~ An urgent 

plea for replacements and reinforcements was also 

noted. Although the CCF were still in control of 

small positions of Hill 395, UN counterattacks and 

heavy artillery barrages forced the enemy to 

abandon the hill completely the next day.2 









Statistics quoted from an Eighth Army PIR concerning enemy casualties 
. during the battle of Hill 395 reflected 3,244 CCF tcewe KIA, total casual— 
ties of 12,112, and 39,002 artillery rounds fired in the 9th ROK sector, 
Casualties suffered 9 the CCF ssokseeutae.d loss of eight full Bns 
during the period 6-14 October. | 
Through the capture of CCF ‘POWs, . eleven Bns from five enemy regiments 


' were identified. Order of committment of these units follows: 


lst, 2d, 3d Bn: 340th Regt. 
2d Bn . 334th Regt. 
2 2d, 3d, Bn 342nd Regt. 
Ist Bn Ps 335th Regt. 
2d, 3d, Bn - 336th Regt. 
2d, 3d Bn. 336th Regt. 


It is Kaddiiy evident that low level voice intercept played a 
definite role in the"bittle of WHITE HORSE MOUNTAIN. ‘hough thie medisum 
was inadequate to present watictuslte: sotdense affording an analyst oppor~ 
tunity to predict actual initiation of the abbade as did high level, its 
own function was soon obvious. Information of damadiute tactical intelli- 
gence value was distributed to field commanders, and a "blow by blow" 


account of the battle was constructed through this unique insight. Clear 


j understanding of the roles of high level and low level intercept in the 
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battle « of WHITE HORSE MOUNTAIN also demonstrated without question, the 


[~ 


value of providing field commanders with on~the«spot tactical intelligence, 


\ 


Landline intercept--closely related to low level voice intercept— 
originated on or about 25 September 1952, The Us 25th Inf Div commenced - 
initial phases at an area igigen ae Sandbag Castle in the X US Corps pasion 
A sound-powered microphone used in conjunction with a-sound detecting. a 
device ( SDD-3) normally used to indicate the approach of enemy troops, 
began to "pick-up" enemy telephone conversations, This incident was __ . 
described in the 25th Division PIR's as a "phenomenon", Though this source o 
of information was — by the troops iaesaved: no attempt was made to clari— 
fy-the theort,.and the activity was passed on the US 40th Inf Div when it 
relieved the 25th on the line. 
The 40th, upon assuming ederbnatadidty for the initial Land-line 
circuit, attempted to improve upon dt by (1)-use of a ground stake, (2) 
‘burying the wires, and (3) using a sound-powered landset, T-10 as a pickup 
device, These changes improved the circuit, Little, if any, effort was 
made by division personnel to analyge the traffic ee ers Only 
information passed in the clear was utilized. 
Information culled from the conventional means of radio intercept and 
from POW reports showed that the majority of North Korean Forces’ ae the 
X Us Corps eniployed the _ground-return 1 landline principle. 
‘When the new potential for COMINT became clearly visualized,. ASA 
stepped into the picture.. Ih Noyember 19 52, the ASA. Ldadson. Officer at 


Division Headquarters was notified of the landline development, and compre- - 
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hensive experimentation was undertaken, On 10 December, the 301st CRB 
. assumed control of the eg 
Titel stages were periods of trial and BUROre In an attempt to 
overcome the problen of fading signals, the aUnse cers site was moved from 
& position some 1400 yards back of the MIR to a location forward of the MIE, 
only 35 yards away from the nearest enemy position: In further attempts 
to improve reception and broaden the coverage, tests were made with wanted 
methods of intcrcent over a period of three months. Although all compon- . 
ents of the approved circuit were within friendly lines, the danger of 
casualties but not of capture, was recognized as being siuetantialy 
increased, With due regard to such risks, iis vanes was made to keep the 
intercept in this exposed position as indispensable to suCCeBS. isueaalent 
developments justified this resolve. 
Cryptanalysis activity developed consistently at ASA Pacific during 
_ early 1953. Additional functions of the C/A Section incinded identification 
“of incoming traffic as to code systems or category of non-readable traffic, 
and analysis of non-readable srvtoms. -Policy was broadened to train each 
individual through rotation of duties, 
EM, And 
The Research Section of ASA Pacific sonsisted of 1 WOJG, 16 Ea=agectemespept 
4 DAC's, all of whom were linguistically trained. DAC's, who had worked 
on the CC Probled since its inception, acted as consultants. Esch person 
was acodigned to work with one or more specific code system as. it was advan- 
tices to have the aigivab iaeane thoroughly familiar with one systen, 


rather than be only generally familiar with all systems. Whenever possible, 


one or more experienced researcn linguists and several trainees were 











1. Rept. ASA Pacific, 22far54, Subj: LLVI Problem, P12. SG 
2. Study, ASA Pacific, muha Subj: CC Problem, Part. Ty FB. Ss PLP re 








| 








Af September 008 
ON 2 September 2009 








BY USAINSCOM FOLPA on 
Auth Para 4-102 DOD 52001R 9 oto 





i ‘4 Shed eg cal 


bee Wee we OT 


assigned to each system, so ‘hae efforts of newly assigned personnel might 
be under constant supervision, and their training ehianced by association 
with experienced technicians. Thissubssection lent assistance’ to the 
sryotandioete sub-section in its efforts to make initial entry into new 
systems, then developed the recovery of the systems to a stage of reada- 
bility where the 50lst GRC could assume responsibility for current trans- 
lation. Research was also continued on unrecovered code groups as long as 

a system remained in existence. Translations were Limited to backlog 

traffic and reissues of occasional 50lst CRG translations discovered to be 
incorrect. | 

The Traffic Analysis Sub-Section consisted of 1-O and 20 EM who were 
processing the varicue Chinese targets charged to ASA Pacific. 

The Chinese Section continued to increase in specialization, Beth in 
problems and duties. Whereas, the section had originally concerned itself 
with all types of traffic,ie., air, voice, and continous wave (high echelon), 
the principal soneentvatian was now focused on the Gina voice problem, 

This was possible in view of personnel increase and the fact that air 
tratiie wid transferred to the Air Force, and CW (high-echelon) was turned 
over to NSA. It was also possible for C/A men to devote time to specific 


phases of research, and for linguists to concentrate on specific code 


: \ 


systems, 
As, knowledge of CCF communications methods ial pecbeunbes had improved, | 

. ., @ considerable sbaeoe research documents Wane written a compromised 

enemy material. Training of inexperienced cryptanalysts an linguists was 


intensified, déiiring the period September 1952 to June 1953. Seventy men of 
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both categories were trained by ASA Pacific. 








’ Traffic analysis techniques were so thoroughly developed that it 
was now possible to identify all Chinese armies in Korea, and most artillery 
divisions. Exploitation of numerous artillery nets, and increased proficiency 
of low level voice. intercept enabled prediction of vicious limited-objective 
attacks launched by the enemy, Many of these included the exact time, date, 
objectives and a good estimate of the number of enemy troops neaele 


—_— 


Landline intercept--the newest ASA technique--was progressing. Follow- 





ing improved working conditions and several months! experience, the program 
was regarded as successful and considerable praise had been expressed by 
consumers, particularly as this form of intercepted traffic was of tactical 
value to frontline troops in the vicinity of the point of intercept, as_ 
well bs Division and Corps G-2's. In many instances tactical information 


culled from this source abetted that which was intercepted over radio. ; 





Information concerning enemy patrol activity, casualty reports, strength 
. and supply reports and problems, eneny artillery and mortar actions, observa~ 
tion reports, and results and syelua one of UN artillery and air strikes 
. was transmitted many hours before radio intercept could be correlated with 
. the action, however, experience clearly established the fact that landline 
ceeveene was profitable only in areas with certain features and terrain, 
and only when two opposing lines were in close proximity to each siege 
In early May 1953, teste for a new landline intercept site ae con= 
ducted in the Heartbreak Ridge sector on the X Corps front, utilizing 


the AN/PTA-1 (XC-1), a new sounding device. This equipment proved superior 





#4 a Study, ASA Pacific, 22Mar54, Subj: CC Problem, Part II, P23. a 
_ Ibid, Subj: LLVI Problem, Pl. ee LLG onist 
eae DHE eee Lit Drs 


59 








Auth ea 102 DOD 5200,1R 





ea a "> ans nN ca nn von re si one , ce i 








4 
a igh va he esl A. bhp, sect eet» Dok ‘Kens, &- oat oe 
eae en 


to sounding device aaa) in 4ts capability of detecting eee 
landline circuits, and giving intelligence information from the intercept 
of such cirowits. As a result, the second ASA site for this activity was 
aenuniee . 

In many ways, the organization of a landline intercept site and a 
low level voice intercept was the same. It consisted of four American 
enlisted men and three Korean or Chinese translators, under the control of 
the ASA LnO division headquarters. The position was manned 24 hours a_ 
day, with at Least one enlisted operator and one translator on duty at all 
times, The translator copied all traffic received and, immediately called 
the attention of the enlisted men to any traffic of possible intelligence 
value. When the volume of traffic was abnormally ‘high, two translators . 
were put on.duty, one to copy the traffic and the other to do translating, 
Tactical dneomiation derived from intercept was passed to the local infan- 
try Battalion S=2. All information of immediate interest was then 
relayed from the battalion to: the regiment S-2, who in turn, notified the 
other infantry battalions and the division ee Taformtion was aleo 
passed to the ASA Ldaison Officer of the CRB. Corps G-2 received the infor- 
mation from this latter source. Traffic was removed one bing a day from 
the intercept site and taken to the base camp at division headquarters where 


f 7 
it was processed along with traffic from other low level voice intercept 


positions. 
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The low level voica intercept effort continued to function effi~ 





ciently, From 1 January ~ 1 July 1953, new intercept equipment. was added, 
and larger increments of personnel arrived. The mumber of edu in full 
operation ended the 155 mile Eighth Army front increased from eighteen 
(18) at the turn of the fiscal year to twenty-two (22) at the close of 


hostilities, These included two (2) ground-return landline intercept sites 


‘located in the X Corps Sector, The distribution of liaison detachments, 


low level voice intercept teams, positions and DAC's, by CRB's in the 


months February to July 1953 follows: 


30lst CRB 303d_CRB th 


CRB 
FREAKS S EKAMGY FRAMK Sg 
Ln Det a Ces ae a ae 5 ae as a a 
LLVI Teams Rk 5 5,3. 910101010 5 6 6-7 6 Fe 5 
Positions 77 7 8 8 6 18 20 20 20 20 10 17 1618 2115 15 
DACs 6 6 6 6 5 5 53 51 52 53 52 43 45 hl 4O 36 37 3h ° 


Throughout this period, COMINT derived Penciee Level voice intercept 
continued to be of great value to division, regimental, and battalion . 
commanders, as witnessed by the abundance of after-action reports and 
letters of commendation issued to both individuals and teams for their sehsiy, 
While the information culled from the enemy's radio transmissions was still 


primarily of on~the-spot value to UN forces, being passed directly to 


division G-2's and Regimental 5-2's, there were many times when, through 


analysis of enemy communication patterns, a large area or sector was deter- 


mined to be critical by the communications reconnaissance battalion commander . 


vo 


2 
three or four days prior to a forthcoming action, 


1. Study,” ASA Pacific, 2aer5h, subji” “ELVI-.Problem, P12.” 
2. Ibid. P13. 


oa hs 


Pg a 

Faye OD ot Frac 

egy 2s 
be Cf, widen. SSni85 











With the signing of the truce on 27 July 1953, some North Korean 
radio nets identified in the frontline areas disappeared, but overall 
traffic volume increased considerably. Messages passed. by units in the 
rear areas whieh mentioned the truce called for greater vigilance and 
alertness pedaline they emphasized the fact that the tilree did not mean 
peace. Considerable redeployment of North Korean radio nets was also noted. | 
North ne forces reoecupied islands above the 38th parallel which had been 
held by the UN, reorganization of the AAA department of the Artillery 
Gommand took place, and noyanenta of AAA and Armored units were observed. 
Aigo noted was a movement of major elements of North Korean I Corps from 
an east coast area to ee corer area, | 

The opening of truce negotiations, with the breathing spell which 


accompanied it, was an occasion for the enemy to effect great improvement 





in his transmission 
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viously. Despite this condition, COMINT was proving extremely valuable, 


cud much of the information derived from it could not have been obtained 
1 

from any other source, Meanwhile, low level voice intercept teams con- 

cerned themselves with the enemy's preparations for withdrawal from the 


line of demarcation, 





1. Study, ASA Pacific, 22Mar5,, Subj: KO Problem, P15. 
ae Study, ASA Pacific, 2Mar5h, Subj: LLI Problem, P17. 
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VI. THE AFTERMATH ~ AUGUST—DECEMBER 1953. 
With the close of the active phase of the Korean conflict, plans 


Pe NS \ were made by FECOM for deployment of all major US combat forces from Korea. 













To allow staff sections of Hq ASA Pacific and the 00, 50lst CRG to plan 


deployment of ASA units concurrently, policy was announced to the effect 








wo be phased oute 
z ie 
When theJS Corps (Gp 


advisory r up to the First ROK 


ased command functions to serve as a military 


(Field), one COMINT unit (Hq & Hq Det~ 







CRB) was immediately declared surplus to ean requirements. Because of 








a possibility that this unit might be required (6)(1),(b)(3):18 U.S.C. ee U.S.C. 403,(b)(3):P.L. 86 


(b)(1),(b)(3):18 
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at cadre str hona 72-hour’ readiness basis. 


COMSEC support requirements were decreased with the withdrawal of two 
1 






US Divisions from Korea, s resulted in a proposal to deactivate or 


' reduce to zero’ strength the 351%, CRC (Scty), but this was not favorably 
: 2 ; 
considered, 


Within the structural framework of\Hq ASA Pacific, | a gradual ears 






in COMINT operations occurred, In the Int Lligence Branch, more and more 





stress was placed on Traffic Analysis as the DIS) Nee eer a ee | 





decreased. This led to a dispersion of OB and intelligence report writing __ 
i ; personnel to nationality sections. Under this arrangement, report writers 
: and intelligence analysts were co-located with case analysts and raw 

ieee” Another aignificant change sacukeed in the spaention of manual 
i Morse which at this tine totaled 1234 positions. Through assignment and ~ 


utilization of schoal-trainéd operators, an increase of 82% in-manual Morse z 
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(b)(1),(b)(3):18 U.S.C. Although the~Intelligence Branch began this period with’ al(b)(3):50 U.S.C. 403,(b) 
798,(b)(3):50 U.S.C. 403, — (3)P.L_ 88-36 
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(b)(3):P.L. 86-36 Section, the world. scarcity offaisousc 403,(b)(3):P.L. 86- land the inherent diffi- 











culty of the language made it advisable to centralize this activity in 
Washington. In August 1953, the section was closed. ‘Linguists were re- 
turned to NSA, Traffic Analysis personnel were assigned to FS 8609, and the 
balance of the section was absorbed within the Chinese, Korean, Russian and 
Administrative Sections of the Pag 
Within the Chinese Section, the cessation of hostilities made possible 
a reduction in the number of personnel needed to process voice Morse 
materiel. In turn, assumption of complete responsibility for the Peoples’ 
Volunteer Army (PVA) traffic analysis problem necessitated expansion in 
-nthe Traffic Analysis Sub-section, | 
The paramount concern of this section throughout the period immediately 
following the cease-fire was processing material derived Shain intercept of, 
four problems, namely: Peoples! Volunteer, Army { North Korea and Manchuria 
intercept), Third Field Army (East China intereept), North China, and Voice 


Morse (North Korea‘intercept), A resume of progress follows: 


ose e Peoples' Voluntéer Army 
As of 1 August 1953, the Peoples' Volunteer Army was being exploited 
by five analysts, Because of the limited number of analysts assigned, the 
development of siaoen ould signs and any long term research was extremely. 
difficult, Efforts therefore, were concentrated on the movenients and 
locations of armies, which was of deep interest to all intelligence con- 


sumers, With decreased activity: on other problems, notably Voice Morse, 


PVA traffic analysis became the main source of COMINT concerning the CCF, in Korea 
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Intercept positidns ¥ were eget during this period according to 
the relative value of intelligence missions requiring such positions, 
Following the cease-fire, all PVA traffic was intercepted on 29 positions. 
This was to be gradually increased. In addition, new identifications 
through beth :COMINT and collateral sources, development of unknown nets, 


and an increased number of available analysts were combined, to produce 


a much more complete analysis effort, on the PVA problem than was formerly 


' possible. 
Third Field Army 
J OB information collected through research played an important part are 


in the development of this problem although the number of identified cases 
rose following the end of hostilities, call signs did not increase, for 
many permanent cases were renotated from former veduorany cases. Chinese 


Morse intercept positions, were gradually increased and this resulted in ; 
; 2 -_ i 
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added processing. 





North China 


(b)(1),(b)(3):18 U.S.C. In October 1953, a special search and development project was added. 
798,(b)(3):50 U.S.C. 


403,(b)(3);P.L. 86-36 | 44 mission was to develop all military Jinks in North China not exhibiting 
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wore included. In November the project was success~ 


U.S.C. 403,(b)(3):P.L. 86-36 
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ful in discovering and exploiting t 
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\ was tentatively identified as part of the net serving anti-aircraft units 
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Voice Morse (North Korea Intercept) 





The Voice Morse problem deteriorated rapidly following the cease-fire. 


One analyst was retained on the problem, whose task consisted largely of 


routine processing of six or seven remaining active neta. 


Within the 


Cryptanalysis Research Sub—Section, monthly traffic volumes had been con- 


sistently high before the signing of the armistice, 


the cease-fire, message totals decreased 70%. 


However, following 


The section capitalized on 


this period of comparative lull to engage in various forms of research 


which heretofore had been suspended, 


~ 


Several technical aids were compiled, 


a dictionary of compounds frequently found in hiilitary traffic was prepared, 


and several tape recordings suitable for training Voice operators, were 


made. 


As previously mentioned, the Chinese Communist forces in Korea in- 


creased their offensive efforts with a series of limited objective attacks 


during June 1953. 


ments present on the front line. 


At this time there were 19 non-organic artillery regi- 





‘ 
Previously 


bineernvac mega tae aea |e 
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systems used by these units began to reappear with minor variations. In 


most cases these were solved immediately. 


‘With the cessation of hostili- 


ties, intelligence gained from these communications contimed. A summary 


of the post cease~fire period follows: 
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The overall drop in traffic affected training ee ner for it 


had previously been the practice to carry out on-the-job training with 
sisment traffic. Wfth little or no "live traffic to exploit, it became 
necessary to establish within the Chinese: Section a training unit in the 
Cryptanalysis Research Sub~section to accomodate a steady flow of euieiaroua: 
from the ZI. Those who had completed basic training in Ming and dimple 
translations in Washington were immediately savanced to a course in book 
breaking. Others were tested for linguistic aptitude for either straight 
translation work or breaking eae AS biuAoes of translators was too 


“large to be absorbed in the voice Morse problem by either ASA Pacific Hqs 





or the 50lst CRG, a decision was made to assign the surplus 
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Prior to o Sines in Korea, the Korean Section provided Gieae 5 
technical support to the> SQlst CRG in the field. Cryptanalytic research | 
~ 


on all cryptographic systems pas on North Korean (KO} military and inter- 


nal government nets’was continuous. or OO ea nr 
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- (b)(3):P.L. 86-36 



















was processed for possible exploitation and for further 









identification according to homogenous characteristics or type, such as 
. \ military operational, political security, railroad security, and guerilla. 
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\ (b)(1),(b)(3):18 U.S.C. 798,(b)(3):50 U.S.C. 403,(b)(3):P.L. 86-36 : 








pr cessed on a 24-hour schedule. With the signing of the armistice and 
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| : traffic. 


| \ / he major traffic analysis effort’ on the North Korean problem was 





| \ carried out at the 50lst. The primary traffic analysis functions on the 


[oxy SOUS OP L bo58 [were carried out at the SOlst CRG and the( 327th ORC 





until the mission was consolidated at the latter station. Until 19 July 


et 


50lat ORG, (on traffic received from ROK Group M and Flight A, 15th Royal 

Sa i BN alas 

Signals Munster (RSM)) and 330th CRC. On the same date, technical sections 

from the latter unit were merged with corresponding sections at the 50lst 

CRG. This was necessary in order to effect maximum utilization of limited 
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technical personnel. 3 
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Post—Korean activities of the Russian Section. were devoted to the . 
Russian Far Bastern Military Sennen dseetene system. | Technical support 
was provided to intercept stationa engaged in Russian Anbeneant to assist 
them in locating, obtaining, and identifying added material. Concurrently, 
an effort was made to derive additional intelligence, either technical 
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in nature or of the "end product" intelligence type, for authorized consumers, 
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ig teletype net, a three station loop, connecting the control 






, peed hs (i) Aby3)-18 USC. 
\ \ stations of the Army, Air Force, nd Wavy D/F- nete-was_located 798,(b)(3):50 U.S.C. 
403,(b)(3):P.L. 86-36 






(1 (03):18 U.S.C, 798,(0)(3150 U.S.C. 408, (by(3):P.L. 86-36 [Tespect ively, This net was used for 


hevsaeeine: of “operational ‘traffic ‘relative to joint D/F operations. 
The Pacific D/F net flashed approximately 4,343 missions a month 

during July, August, and September, 1753. A return of 34,599 bearings 
per month, from which about $62-fixes a morith were obtained, was experienced 
\ during this three month period. In October, flash: stations were instructed 
Nes concentrate on out-stations. This resulted ina drop to approximately 
Beh92 missions, $703 bearings, and 337 fixes a month from October on, This ji 

rop, although apparently excessive, was justified as 93 control stations 
ahd 80 out-stations were accurately located and identified. These were 


a 
made readily usable to analysis sections. 
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‘Radio Aieeetion Condi was on a flash plotting basis throughout, 
the period following the cease-fire, Fixes were forvactiee with taenat 
data and Bearsnge by reports. In Septenter 1953, -a consolidatation of 
; eg was dimited to those targets whose identities could be traced 
through one or more call sign ate JOVE cryptosystem (AFSAG 1244, 


with slighttmodi ficatdons) was employed for the encipherment of flash 


ssions. A spec pe ree Lu Ea, employing a grill and special alphabet 
sts was used for the encipherment of tracking data, instead of AFSAG 


| 1245 system, which was inpeas cable. COMUS cryptosystems was tested by 





the D/F met. in September, 195 \ (b)(1),(b)(3):18 U.S.C. 798,(b)(3):50 U.S.C. 403,(b)(3):P.L. 86-36 


“ the COMUS cryptosystem proved to ‘be superior to other existing systems, 





it|was adopted for joint use. DIANA eryptosystem was issued to the D/F 


nt of operational and 







net, in September 1953 to facilitate the enciphi 
prodedural messages. 
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result of the cease-fire, The group COMINT Branch was dividéd 
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into five 






(b)(1),(b)(3):18 
U.S.C. 798,(b) 


general sections viz: Chinese Communist (CC), North Korean (NK), 
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PES eg, ‘50 U.S.C. 403.0) Tntegration, and Direction Finding.. ‘The 





latter section directly supported the Chinese and North Korean Sections 
which were made up of groups of persehnel devoted to traffic analysis, 
Sey stanaivets, arid ‘ennstiabion: The Giewerseion Section. (including North 
Korean and Chinese OB personnel) served as a receiving and eonaoltdating 


agency for COMINT produced by the North Korean, and Chinese Sections and for 


information received through collateral sources. 





1. SAR, Hg ASA Pacific, 8621 AAU, FY 1954, P58. is 
Re Thid. P59. coe Qe oe "4 








Per NSA 


(b)(1),(b)(3):18 
U.S.C. 798,(b) 
(3):50 U.S.C. 403, 
(b)(3):P.L. 86-36 









\. 














(b)(1),(6)(3):18 
U.S.C. 798, (b) wa, 
:50 40 





SER Sem (b)(3):18 U.S.C. 798,(b)(3):50 U.S.C. 403,(b) 
1. Ann Repte 9/3):P.L. 86-36 





Rithough this “organization produced good results, ‘experience began 


to reveal that activities encompassed by the Integration Saction tended to 





hinder efficient and timely operation. For this reason, the section was 

\ dissolved and its personnel assigned to the North Korean and Chinese Sec- 
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\ Beas. In turn, these major sections were reorganized into single units 


\whieli assumed responsibility for the preparation of intelligence reports 


As all 


Integration Section was replaced by a GOMINT officer who supervised and 






nsumers as well as technical reports for intra~agency dissemination. 
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In general, paramount missions of the North Korean section following 


the cease-fire were those concerned with North Korean military, naval, and 








guerilla a cavity (b)(1),(b)(3):18 U.S.C. 798,(b)(3):50 U.S.C. 403, cena 86-36 











b)(3):18 U.S.C. 798, 
removed from the s0lst and transferred eleenhere jesus 403,(b Ware eees 





ich automatically increased ee on the North Korean cases. 








Ibid. 
Ibid. 


2s 
3. 


P30. 
P31. 





rs rae 2Z Le _Prass 


ogg cectt eee wi 25 

















Per NSA 


(b)(1),(b)(3):18 U.S.C. 798,(b)(3):50 U.S.C. 403,(b)(3):P.L. 86-36 











_Ghinese. Problem © 








Per NSA 


(b)(1),(b)(3):18 U.S.C, 798,(b)(3):50 U.S.C. 403,(b)(3):P.L. 86-36 














Traffic analysis: persomel developed a gohanent and accurate intelli- 


gence picture during this petod and continued to report movenents of large 


eneny units within and out of Koreas 


1. Ann Rk 
2+ Ibid. 


Ibid. | 


3. 


P3335 
Bry 


~- 


a 





(6)(1),(b)(3): USC 788 PN): 50 U.S.C. 4 
ept. y/(b)(3):P.L. 86-36 





oe 


78 





The Eighth US: Army, and higher echelon : 


03, Se 
mo ey 
eee fA Pass, Nes masy 
FB 6 i 
4 eB 


wide af LLE Pages 


TY eee OE ncteees, Copies 








(b)(1),(b){3):18 U.S.C. 
798,(b)(3):50 U.S.C. 
403,(b)(3):P.L. 86-36 








units of ASA were provided with a constant flow of. information whiten 
increased, not only in volume and accuracy, but also in its importance 


to the UN effort. 


ee maria Morse nets. This number gradually increased to 65 high 


ech 1 wee nets which provided information at division level or higher. 
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was available and often proved 


f many of the low echelon nee nets. Agency reports had also been an 


vague to be of impdrtance. @ lack of POW reports was an additional 
\ cass 


factor which left COMINT\as one of the most important and reliable sources 


tion of dipeneehs dotribitton, and ea of Chinese Communists in 
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North Korea. \ \, 
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This insted rapid\distribution of critical messages not only to ASA 
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sources, but KO the consumer as well, 


The abrupt wacnine in yoite communications which followed the cease- 
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Le ks ae ee te ee 
| ‘Direction Finding 

The cessation of hostilities necessitated a continuing dependence 
upon the D/F product and resulted tn extensive efforts to increase its 
effectiveness. This was approached fro anumber of angles. First, there 
was pealivation of the need for revision of the baseline, then reorienta~ 
tion of D/F antennas, followed by emphasis on maintenance ‘and repair of 
equipment, revision of procedures for net a ee and finally, revamping 
of tha evaluation principles of reautte obtained. 

On 1 July 1953, the Korean D/F net consisted of one "flash circuit 
using multiple flash procedure, and one report circuit using standard com- 


unications procedures. These two circuits were retained following the 
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geksecrice and net procedures changed to multiple flash. Along with! +. ° ..07% 






Miss change came net construction which involved installation of keying 
. x 1 


lines between tip-off stations of the 326th and 330th CRC's. bt ae 
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In November 1953, JOVE oryptosystem was put in effectlU.s.c. 403,(b)(3):P.L. 86-36 





flash cireuit, and: the simplicity of page and line designators made encipher— 
ing and deciphering easier. . 

The COMUS system was also tested, and was recommended as a replacement 
for the JOVE system on the basis of ita superiority. in apeed, brevity of 


messages, and combination: of tracking and reporting data on a single page. 
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Throughout th the ‘period, D/F transmission lines caused gome trouble : 
because no impedance matching cviserumanea were available) Sc 79) | for balan- 
cing piiees Shunt resistors were difficult to find and even more diffi~ 
cult to match up. These last items, along with shortages of other critical 
items of D/F equipment, caused the majority of the problems. 

{he moving of D/F ee group headquarters following the cease- 
fire was sindouseeaay the greatest single factor in improving coordination 
and control of the D/F ba 

With the assumption of control of the First Republic of Korea Army 
over the X US Corps sector, operational aspects of the 30lst CRB changed 
considerably. This is best reflected in the following deployment as of 1 - 
July 1953. At this time, the battalion’was supporting the X Corps in active | 
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OP parr ar eee iL LOCATION UNITE SUPPORTED” 
te i 
Headquarters & Headquarters DT 199084 Kwandae-Ri Tenth United States 
Detachment (Operations) Corps 


Liaison Detachment #1 DF 078295 20th & 7th Republic 
of Korea Divisions 
dissemination made to 
G2 Advisor, KMAG. 


USM 661-01 . DT 043400 Hill 1220 
Liaison Detachment #2 DT 141269 L0th & 45th United 
States Inf Divs 
USM 661-02 DT 183401 Sandbag Castle . 
’ USM 661-03 DT 201387 Inchon Hill 
Us 661-05 DT? 142402 Heartbreak Ridge 
Liaison, Detachment #3 DT 364308 - 40th US & 12 ROK Inf 
. Divs. Dissemination 
made to G2 Advisor, 
KMAG. 
USM 661-04 DT 365488 Hill 751 


This disnonition continued until the truce was signed. During this : 
period, USK 661-01, 03, and 04 were engaged in intercepting North Korean | 
and Chinese Communist Forces radio communications, while USM 661-02 and 05 
ae intercepting North Korean landline communications, “On th. duly US 
641-05 became a test team, conducting tests in vicinity of HL 1090, 

DT 053413, but this operation was discontinued and the team deactivated. 
During the final phase of active combat, COMINT supplied to the supported 
units continued to be useful and contributed in blocking the final push 


by the enemy just prior to the truce. 
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day USK 661-01 and O04 were closed out. | 
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Concurrent with ROK Divisions replacing US Divistons on the line, plans 















ware formulated for the deployment of three ROK Army Corps to control the 
ROK Divisions while the X US Cérps became a Corps Group. In conjunction with 
this plan, a “LniDet. was to be debeoneu to the KMAG of each ROK Corps to 
support ‘the G-2 Advisors. On 21 Sep 1953 this olan Wig put into effect 

with the establishment of a new Liaison Det fl, less intercept team, being 
attached to I ROK Corps at CT 835-210. The former tn Det #1 was redes~ 


ignated Ln Det #2, supporting III ROK Corps, and In Det #3 was attached to 


respectively. On 18 Oct 53... 
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. On & Nov 53 the battalion moved from its previous location adjacent to 
‘ the 330th CRC (Int) to the area vacated by the 330th upon its deployment. 

\ Operationally the battalion was not affected by the. move, as it consisted 
\ of moving from tents into permanent typs saidiae’’ 


\ The 303d CRB—in.its 30th month of service in Korea—-was located in 


the I US Corps Compound at Uijongbu prior to the cease-fire. Its mission 
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_echbat infantry divisions comprising the Corps. Following the end of 





. hostilities, operations began to decline progressively. Hq & Hq Det waa 
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moved to a new area, 100 yards away on the perimeter of the I-US Corps 
Ll kiaisew 


Compound,  Steduewn Detachment #l, was operating a forward operations 


section (designated Liaison Det #2 and 3 teams 04, 05, 06) in support of the 
4 - 4 2 


1st Marine Div which had just relieved the 25th Inf Div on 12 July 1953. 





Oe eee USC. | forced the closing of team O4 on 2 August. Team 








vA 
4 05 wag closed on the same date, reopened briefly on 16 August, and finally 


va deactivated on 30 August. Team 06 was shifted from location to an area 
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dn the distance. To facilitate administration of Detachment #2, its opera~ 
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\ Detachment aes this period with 3 teams (01, 08, 10) and, as 
was the case with the other units, found it necessary to shift and close 


te at. the beginning of the cease-fire. ‘Two teams, O08 and 1C, were deac— — 
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& RoKA\ Div, Det #, experienced the greatest difficulty of all units of the. 
battalton in obtaining logistic support. To improve these sonditions without 
interrup ing the operational effort, it was decided to amalgamate this 


. : 4 
detachment with the lst Commonwealth Division. 
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Elenents of the CGF elas located the US 7th Inf Div OP in 
July 1953 and began to shell it accurately. Det #5, located near the 
Div Command Post also came under poubaniasnt ang. a shell all but destroyed 
& squad tent. Fortunately, there were no casualties. On 15 July, the 


base site was moved to a less vulnerable location. Teams O7 and O02 were 
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/. ; . Shortly thereafter, the US 25th Inf Div rotated hth the. Us! Fee Div 
J. and Det #5 set up liaison with the new division. The 7th Div came back on 
ie line 7 months later and liaison was re-established. At this time, the 25th 
pp Div acting as Corps blocking Div, requested that ASA units still supply 
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\ ce ain orders concerning the CCF's fulfillment of the armistice agreement 
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\ terms Mae neers the anticipated decline began one day later when tactical 


\\ radios were removed from the Demilitarized Zone and greater reliance waa 












placed on Landtin comminication. Once the withdrawal had taken place, the 
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\ activity, particularly in the "OHUNGSRAN-HT sector, and occasional tactical 
\tnfantay and artillery maneuvers contimued to be heard, but not in great 
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volume. When the Eighth Army began abahdoning the main. line of resistance, 
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.and constructing new main battle positions, 
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When it became ‘obvious that the interrogations of North Korean and 
Chinese Communist POW's were developing into a psychological defeat for the 
Communist Forces, they began to report the exact numbers of South Korean 


and Chinese who desired’ Gr. rejected repatriation. They also reported on the 


effectiveness of their psychological warfare broadcasts to their men held in’ 


South Korean compounds. These, incldently, were the only oceasions on which 


' the CCF and NK Forces made direct radio contact with the UN Forces. Repre~- 


‘sentatives of each nation were stationed at both transmitting and receiving 


sites and Chinese and Korean were spoken alternately, necessitating the use 





ef both Chinese DACs and Korean CMS (Critical Military Specialist) personnel | 
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403,(b)(3):P.L. 86-36 At the sonelusion of the explanation period the 








; 
site was discontinued, but.the numeral designation, team 02, remained open 
for future special assignments of this nature, 


One other unusual development during the post-armistice period of 


rene inactivity was the appearance of what is. familiarly knowm as the 
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/ Tn addition to the inasuall number of stations involved, and the fact that 

| the net was heard by all battalions across the Eighth Army front, the extra- 
ordinary range for frequency modulation radios was highly oe 

' The exact mission of the CCF station involved was never fully determined 
because of the strictly cutie Hacuse of the traffic, but the possibility 
that this was a one-time CCF check of point to point souminicaeien across 
their front was indicated several times. Little more than reconstruction 
of the CCF net diagram was accomplished at battalion level, but it provided 
an excellent traffic analysis exercise for all ehdae working in operations 
at the time. 

Along with routine preparation of the daily iberiteence summary, 
occasionally containing evidence of CCF violations of the Pemilitarized ' 
one, the battalion also prepared several special reports at the request of 
Gp Hqs and I US Corps G2. After the cessation of hostilities, certain 
persorinel who were familiar with the wartine LLVI operations were requested 
to prepare a handbook of specific case studies on actions with which they 
were funiliar, and in which LLVI Played a prominent role, preaumably for the 
training of future analysts in this field. This bicenine wee prepared and 
forwarded through’ ASA channels. At a later date, a special dtudy on CCF | 

\ low level radio net continuity from wartime to pagtedemiebies operations was 
\ 


\written at the request of the I US Corps G2. ‘This study revealed that 


attle continuity existed, and that only one net definitely maintained its 
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chet gns and contacts substantially intact throughout. the post-armittice 





L.| (21). (bY{3):18 U.S.C. 798,(b)(3):50 U.S.C. 403,(b)(3):P.L. 86- 
36 








FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT/PRIVACY ACT 
DELETED PAGE (S) INFORMATION SHEET 


Indicated below are one or more statements which provide a brief 
rationale for the deletion of this page. 


Information has been withheld in its entirety in 
accordance with the.following exemption (s): 








It is not reasonable to segregate meaningful portions 
of the record for release. 


no reference to you and/or the subject of your 
request. 


Information originated with another government agency. 
It has been referred to them for review and direct 
response to you. 


Information originated with one or more government 
agencies. We are coordinating to determine the 
releasability of information under their purview. 
Upon completion of our coordination, we will advise 
you of their decision. 


| Information pertains solely to another individual with 


DELETED PAGE(S) 
NO DUPLICATION FEE 


FOR THIS PAGE 





Page(s) G/- ye 


IAGPA-CSF Form 6-R 
1 Sep 93 











Per NSA 


(b)(1),(b)(3):18 U.S.C. 798,(b)(3):50 U.S.C. 403,(b)(3):P.L. 86-36 








LL | 





The foregoing delineates the. pense of the Bonen and activity of 
_Pertseaparing ASA COMINT units following the Korean war. An evaluation of 


Yelk cycle of ASA COMINT operations prior to, during, and immediately follow 
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ing hostilities clearly demonstrates that the agency contributed notably . 
to the overall effectiveness of COMINT and accomplished its missions in 
support of the UN effort to avoid open warfare in the Far East. Lessons 
learned in Korea still serve today as a guide to COMINT operations. It 
is certain beyond doubt that the agency today is better manned, equipped 
and prepared to neet, future crises such as Korea cher at any other time 


in its. history. 
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“ 
CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS IN THE KOREAN CONFLICT 


FY 1951 


INITIAL PHASE TO AFFORD MAXIMUM SUPPORT. TO MAJOR 
TACTICAL UNITS IN KOREA 


25 Jun 50 —— SIGROD cryptographic equipment destroyed at Seoul by 
State Dept personnel. in view of communist advances, 

30 Jun 50  —«SIGROD oryptographic equipment destroyed at Suwon by KMAG, 

1 Jul 50 ' ROK Group "KM" organized by South Koreans to intercept and 


process North Korean military traffic. 

11 Aug 50 ‘BIGROD cryptographic equipment destroyed at Pohang by 
Eighth Army. Recovery of this equipment showed incomplete 
destruction by MLAl incendiary, 


25 Aug 50 — 50th 38D alerted for movement to Korea. 
1 Sep 50 60th 38D reorganized for movement to Korea. 
4 Sep 50 - ASA Pacific Ln Det (Prov) activated. 
18 Sep 50 ASA Pacific In Det arrived in seas. Provided support : 


to ROK, Group ‘", 


2 > BoM: * . ; 
25 Sep 50 $SFat’ ORC activated in 22a Cp 2b, 





25 Sep 50 303d CRB activated in ZI. 
| 25 Sep 50 50th SSQ personnel arrived in Korea. 
26 Sap 50 . ASA Pacific Im Det and 50th sSC (det) personnel coordin- 


uae eee as ASA Pacific Adv. — a 
| | ne SYA Cpe tenn € grail font Hacks 


28 Sep 50 coLti e activated in ZI. 

28 Sep 50 ASA Pacific Ln Det temporarily organized as ASA Pacific 
Adv. 

2 Oct 50 50th SSD arrived in Pusan attached to 8th Army and 2d 


Log. Com. Operated fram Taegn.: 
9 Oct 50 60th SSC arrived Pusan from Seattle, 
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-Adv element 60th S30 established cryptocenter (field) 
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50th SSD became operational in Korea. 

60th SSC became operational in Korea. 

60th SSC arrived Seoul attached to 8th Army. 
5Olst CRG activated in 210A Caro. Pett 


301st CHB activated in Zi. 


in Pyongyang. 


Two SIGROD's destroyed with M1Al incendiary by 2d Div, 
3th Army. Not recovered. 


329th CRC activated ZI. 

ASA Pacific Ln Det deactivated. Replaced by ASA Pacific Adv. 
303d CRB arrived Camp Stoneman POR. | 

303d CRB departed San Francisco _ 

ASA Pacific Advance activated. 


60th SSC withdrew to Taegu. 


' 303d GRB arrived Yokohama. 


Flash fire destroyed 60th SSC maintenance tent, 7 Super-Pro 
receivers burned beyond repair. 


Advance party 303d departed Tokyo for Korea. 


50th SSD moved to Taegu. 


sack on Knee 


PHASE 2) PROCUREMENT OF ADDITIONAL SUPPORT FOR UNITS 
IN KOREA AND FOR TACTICAL RESERVE ELEMENTS IN JAPAN. 


303d CRB departed Yokohama for Pusan. 


303d CRB arrived Pusan. 
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21 dan 51 303d CRE departed Pusan for Taegu by motor convoy... 
| Feb 51 303d CRB organized liaison teams per TOE 32-500. © 
, Mar 51 Operational teletype line installed 60th 33C to 8th US 
Aray (Main). 
Spring 51° ~—«-Blanket authority granted by DA to move CRO(I), CRG(S), 


and CRB to Korea. 


PHASE 3, PLANS FOR POST-TREATY, POST KOREA DISPOSITION 
OF UNITS THROUGHOUT FECCK, 














‘Apr 51 Adv element of 60th Comm Ctr moved to Yongdungpo for 2 
wks oe withdrew to Pyongtaek. 3 wks Taber back to Taegu. 
| 2, Apr 51 50th ssp departed Korea for Japan. 
t 
26 Apr 51 50th ‘SSD arrived Japan. 
May 51 All ASA units alerted for movement from Taegu to Seoul in 
view of UN advances. 
8 May 51 One-half 126th SSC shipped to a aL ion ee on a 
ow hove ulce over comp Le te taterceot 
29 May 51 SoS cnn ep inced 21 for FECOK. Stan Chinese woter problan , 
Jun 51 60th £79 Comm Ctr moved to Seoul. 
6 Jun 51 . 303d CRB completed movement to Seoul. 
8 Jun 51 | 45O0lst CRG departed ZI for Japan. 
27 Jun 51 304th CRB arrived Korea. Attached to 8th Army with Hqs 
242 _ = in Inchon, 
2VWQem 5 # abt 69C. face 
FY 1952 
1 Jul 51 126th SSC moved to site of IX Corps Main near Chunchon. 
2 Jul 51 304th CRB landed Inchon and moved to Seoul. 
10 Jul 51 330th CRO assigned to 501lst ORG. 
12 Jul 51 326th ORC placed under 304th CRB; commenced operations. 
12 Jul 51 304th CRB placed on TDY with Ix Corps. 
“ 15 Jul 51 304th CRB moved to Chunchons assigned 501st CRG. : 
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31 Jul 51 


Aug 51 


- 5 Aug 51 
6 Aug 51 | 


10 Aug 51 
12 Aug 51 


14 Aug 51 


15 Aug 51 


21 Aug 51 


25 Aug 51 


30 Aug 51 


“13 Sep 51 


' 14 Sep 52 


21 Sep 51 


22 Sep 51 


23 Sep 51 


25 Sep 51 


26 Sep 51 


late Sep 


Oct 51 


- Entire 126th SSC reunited in Korea. 


OR ee 





we 


— 
ses 2 
_Matn body 126th SSC severed connection with ¥8 8610. and. 





> fy Laer) Pad 
moved to staging area near Kyoto. 


Mbl Rad monitoring team 50lst CRG assigned to monitor POW 
broadcasts. 


Initiation of LLI. 
304th CRB relieved attachment Sth Army, attached IX Corps. 


303d CRB relieved attachment EUSAK, attached I Corps for 
logistics and administrative support, 


Some personnel exchanged by 303d CRB and 352d CRC. 


50lst CrG formed detachment Northern Fox to translate 
messages at intercept sites. 


4, dets 303d CRB attached I Corp's Divs for logistic and 
Court Martial support. 


Advance element for 501lst crvpto-Linguist pean arrived ee) 
an. 
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304th CRB assigned Ln 0 to 24th and 7th Dive. 


330th CRC team dispatched to k Corps to select new radio re 


' intercept site. 


126th SSC left Sasebo for Pusan. Per NSA 
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| (b){1),(b)(3):18 U.S.C. 798, 
1 *'(6)(3):50 U.S.C. 403,(b) 


(b\(1), (3):P.L, 86-36 
352d CRC began low Javeile”” frotee monitoring.| 


50lst CRG Comm Ctr began operations. 





330th CRO Comm Ctr moved from Seoul to.X Corps area. 


330th’ ORC operated 8 positions at Kwandae-Ri and 9 in 
Seoul. 


330th CRC T/A section moved to X Corps area. 


330th CRC moved from Seoul to site of X Corps; attached 
to X Corps for logistic and court martial support. 


Additional 5Olst CRG C/A personnel arrived in Korea. 


Work initiated on devices for ILI. Preliminary SOP for be 
LLI prepared by 50Lst | CRG and. distributed to CRBs and 7 


‘Liaison teams. eG 
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25 Oct 51 i eee eee ; ne 
25 Oct 51 5lst SSD redesignated 356th CRC. 
“> 25 Oct 51 50th SSD redesignated 85lst CRD. 
25 Oct 51 126th SSC redesignated 326th CRC; =. 


25 Oct 51 - 304th ORB reorganized. 


last wk Oct Advance party 329th CRC toa Fort Mason, 








31 Oct 52 329th CRC personnel readiness date for. shipment to FECOM, 
31 Oct 51 7 WLI teams established on I and IX Corps fronts. 
1 Nov 52 329th CRC opsrational equipment left Camp Pickett. 
8 Nov 51 Advance party 329th CRC arrived Hqs ASA Pacific. 
9 Nov 51 329th CRG’ equipment arrived Camp Stoneman POE. 
13 Nov 52 529th pevsannel arrived Camp “Stoneman FOR. 
20 Nov 52 329th CRC satled from Camp Stoneman. 
2 Dec 51 329th CRC arrived. Yokohama. 
.2 Dec 51 30lst CiB arrived FECOM; aseigned ASA Pacific. 
3 Dec 51 . 301st CRB snvived Korea; assigned 50lst CRG. 
10 Dee 51 301st CRB assigned X. Corps for logistic and court martial 
URE RECeaChs 
14 Dee 51 Four North forsee seein prisoners with previous exper~ 
dence in COMINT interrogated. 
21 Dee 51 | 330th CRC assigned to 50lst CRG. 
21 Dee 51 329th CRC assigned to 304th CRB. 
21 Dec 51 330th CRC D/F Det #3 assigned to 30lst CRB for administra~ 
tive Super vastOns 
23 Dec 51 329th CRC arrived at Inchon. 
30 Dec 51. 30Let. CRB became operational in cryptologic support X Corps. 
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Jan 52 New concept of ‘KSA in support of a field army" operations 
developed, TOE recommended and operating procedure for 
Div operating platoons announced. 





" ere 
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3 Jan 52 . 329th CRC began operations. 
6 Jan 52 329th CRC began tactical asuione from 20 soattiena.. 
“6 Jan 52 50lat CRG assumed responsibility for 330th CRO D/F. 
10 Jan 52 326¢h CRC set up 2 D/F teams near Chipori and Chunchon. 
11 Jan 52 329th ORC started LLI. | 
17 Jan 52 329th CRC established 3 LLI teams. 
17 Jan 52 329th CRC aatablished 1st voice Morse intercept site near 
Sabangori. 
18 Jan 52 329th CRC began operation of Morse site at Sabangori. 
26 Jan 52 330th CRC transferred 3 positions to Kansong. | 
7 Feb 52 First,’D/F tip off acsttton established at Chunchon. - 
23 Feb 52 352d CRC received transfer of Mbl Rad section. 
ipredun 52 Test of Div operating platoons began. 
5 Apr 52 | 504th CRB operated 3 LLI teams on IX Corps front. 
7 Apr 52 329th CRC voice Norse moved to Chipori. 
22 Apr 52 304th CRB moved to new Location near Chipori. 
25 Apr 52 50Lst CRG placed LLI teams on DS to Bna. 
30 Apr 52 | 330th CRC awarded Meritorious Unit Commendation, for 
period 9 Oct 50 ~ 1 Sep 51. 
May 52 352 CRC undertook low level monitoring of 7th Div. 
May 52 330th CRC established intercept school, 
May 52 | 326th CRC assumed responsibility for all CW tranamission 
in mission change. 
May 52 304th CRB initiated 4th LLI site. 
3 May 52 329th CRC dropped tactical effort. 
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3 May 52 
> May 52 
9 May 52 
7 May 52 


11 May 52 
12 May 52 
Li May 52 


15 May 52 
15 May 52 
Qh May 52 
late say 52 
Jun 52 

3 Jun 52 
dun 52 


end Jun 52 


Jul 52 
Jul 52 
Jul 52 
Aug 52 
mid Aug 52 
Sep 52 
18 Sep 52 


Oct 52 
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329th CRC took charge of D/F station at Yonchon — Slat CRG 


es a 


T/A and C/A personnel placed on DS with 50lst CRG. 
329th CRC moved to juncture of Kummha and Chorwon valleys. 
304th CRB assumed control of X Corps LLI. 


329th CRC assumed responsibility for voice Morse intercept, 
in both I and IX Corps. 


329th CRC placed 16 voice Morse intercept positions in 
operation at Songjong. 


326th GRC transcription and translation sections became 
operative. 


329th CRC completed 10 noeitions at Yonchon deesaant site. 
and D/F tip off position placed in operation at Yonchon, 
50let CRG submitted SLOE for LLI teams. 

303d ORB assumed final T/A of subordinate reports. 

2d Prov Scty monitoring section established in X Corps. 
330th WA personnel from 501st CRG, returned to the company. 
329th ORC established 3d D/F team near Haska. 


10 LLI teams established along 8th Army front. 


FY 1953 
Liaison team #2, 301st CRB established in Punch Bowl area. 
Det #4, 303d CRB assigned to support 3d Div. 
sGlst ORG established 19th ILI team. 
329th CRC advance D/F tip off position moved to Uijamgbo. 
Critical items for LLI teams arrived in Korea. 
Det #4, 303 CRB assigned to support lst ROKA Div. 


304th CRB moved to Sinpo-ri near IX Corps. 








301st CRB installed new site on Hill 751. 
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| Oct 52. ° 50lat CRG received interim approval for issue of equipment 
| - to ROK Group "Nf, 
Oct 52 Det "D" 330th GRC moved to new site $ mile north of Kansong. 
Oct 52 Advance D/F tip off position of329th ORC moved from Ui jamgbo 
; due to interference with intercept positions. 
12 Oct 52—Cr Liaison team #3, 30lst CRB commenced operations. 
f | Nov 52 330th CRC assigned traffic analysts to Kansong for duty 
\ as'liaison men at intercept site. 
Nov 52 D/F site of 329th CRC moved from Kumwha to Haksa-ri. 
3 Nov 52 D/F site of 330th CRC moved from Chunchon to Punch Bowl area. 
' Deo 52 5O0lst CRG Comm Ctr assumed relay Responaibelaey for 326th, 
329th, and 330th CRCs. 
8 Dec 52 Third D/F site of 330th CRC formed and placed between two 
; : established sites, 
10 Dec 52 301st CRB assumed responsibility for landline intercept. 
29 Dec 52 Det #9 303d CRB assigned in a ae of 7th Div. 
Jan 53 Drop in intercept traffic reported by 5O0lst CRG Comm Ctr. 
10 Feb 53 ‘329th CRC instituted a DEALS flash system for RDF 
operations. 
Mar 53 _ 329th ORC established intercept test site at Sujon~ni. 
Apr 53 330th ORC started courier runs to dets. 
11 Apr 53 . Det, 330th CRC sent to lst Marine Div for special mission. 
| May 53 Dets #l & 2 of the 3034 CRB merged to provide support to 
| May 53 New type receivers for radio intercept received by 50lst CRG. 
2 May 53 Second landline site established by 30lst CRB. 
| Jun 53 D/F site, 329th CRC moved. from Yonchon to Uijamgbo. 
. 22 Jun 53 SOlet CRG aseumed control of Group D/F control from 326th CRG. 
30 Jun 53 50lst CRG operated 21 LLI teams. , eo 
.s | a eee 
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_ CHRONOLOGY oF COMMURICATIONS INPELLIGENCE 


MONTH 





EVENT 








( 


Per NSA 


b)(1),(b)(3):18 U.S.C. 798,(b)(3):50 U.S.C, 403,(b)(3):P.L. 86-36 





1951 


1951 


1952 


October 


_ November Per NSA 'b)(1),(b)(3):18 U.S.C. 798,(b)(3):50 U.S.C 


January 








Intercepted messages: V North Korean Corps indi~ 
cated that 36th Div was to be deactivated and 
. personnel incorporated into the 6th, 32d and 


12th Divs of ¥ Corps. 








- 403,(b)(3):P.L. 86-36 





Intercepted message of 82d Regt, 8th Div, NKPA, 
performing guard duty in Kaesong area. Announced 
forthcoming attack by two divisions in Kaesong 
area with push to be made as far south as Imjin 
River. 


Intercepted traffic of 23d Brigade net disclosed 
plans for amphibious attacks against UN-held 


isiands off North Koréan. coast. 


Similar infor- 


mation intercepted from traffic on 21st Brigade 
net which replaced 23rd in Hwangae province of 


North Korea, 








Per NSA 


(b)(1),(b)(3):18 U.S.C, 798,(b)(3):50 U.S.C. 403,(b)(3):P.L. 86-36 











00104 





preoe, ost Lp 
eas a tldeee ; 





1952 


1952 





February 


Mareh 





oT 
crt 
Seboraabien developed through traffic “annlvnie 
showing reorganization and redistribution of 
units in the North Korean V and VII Corps. Trans~ 
fer of the 46th-Divieion and 25th Brigade from 
VIZ Corps to ¥ Corps detected when those units 
stopped operating on their links with VIZ Corps 
and were identified on new links to ¥ Corps. 
Reorganization of North Korean railroad Seourdty 
units also detected, 








North Korean Armored Command ~ a long range 

COMINT study - first observed. Het structure 
unstable due to reorganisation. Important traffic 
indicated build-up taking place with delivery — 
of tanks and self-propelled guns to Korea from 
Manchuria. 
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Per NSA 





(b)(1),(b)(3):18 U.S.C, 798,(b)(3):50 U.S.C. 403,(b)(3):P.L. 86-36 





1952 


June 





North Korean Artillery Command-Net (A: long range 


COMINT study-)-i::. diseovered when 21st and 23d 
AAA Regiments were noted moving from Pyongyang, 


waere all AAA Regiments had apparently been 


located, to the E coast. Intercspted traffic 
detected other independent regiments and bns 
being organized and deployed. 

NK Armored Command becoming more stabilized. T/A 
determined organization of a number of independent 
armored regiments controlled by a hgs on an Army 
level. This differed from previous information 
concerning NK armor organizations as most had been 
reported as being contained in the 17th and 195th 
Divisions, subordinate to IV Corps. A total of 
ten regiments were either identified as stations 
on the new armor command net, or mentioned in 
traffic. Locations for nearly all of these regi- 
ments were established. Two were located in E 
coast areas with elements of the V and VII NK Corps. 
Remaining were located in areas in the W of Korea 
from Sinuiji in the N to as far S as the Chinnampo 
area, System of deployment analyzed asmeans of 
affording cooperation with infantry units charged - 
with coastal defense, Exception to this found * 
when, after truce of 27 Jul 1953, 10lst Armored 
Regiment moved to the Kaasong area where major 
elements of the I Corps had recently arrived. 
Thus, NK armored units, although subordinate to 


a central hqs for administrative and logistic 


1am, 
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YEAR MON’ 


———— 


1952-53 


1952 July 


. Jul to Jul 


ae 
" matters, were deployed separately, in support of 
infantry umits. Movement taking place within 
armored command easily followed by COGMINT. Minor 
reorganizations within command such as enlargement 
of 156th Tank Battalion into a regiment in early 
1953 readily detected, Since all regiments in the 
KK Armored Command were, up until signing of the 
truce, located in rear areas, collateral sources 
found information hard to obtain, and incomplete. 
At signing of truce, CQLINT reflected existence 
of at least eleven independent armored regiments 
within armor command. 
only seven. 





fe NBA b)(4),(b)(3):18 U.S.C. 798,(b)(3):50 U.S.C. 403,(b)(3):P.L. 86-36 





Collateral sources confirmed 





Activation of 20th, 2lst, and 22d Coastal Defense 
' Brigades disclosed, fraffie first obtained on the 
21st located on W coast of North Korea. 20th 
and 22d picked up on E coast, subordinate to V¥ 
Corns. As latter units were Located well to rear 
of frontlines, collateral sources lagged months 
behind COMINT in detecting their existence. 








Per NSA 
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Per RSA (b)(1),(b)(3):18 U.S.C. 798,(b)(3):50 U.S.C. 403,(b)(3):P.L. 86-36 








42d Army received logistic support from Ist 

Branch Hqs from January 1952 through 4 September 
1952. Observed in contact with 5th ‘Branch Hqs 
from 13 August 1952 through 5 November 1952 
indicating a westward movement. Non-appearance 

on Branch Hqs net after 5 November indicated 
withdrawal: from Korea, however, unit maintained 
contact with PVA until 10 November. Silence after 
last call by PVA on 21 November 1952 indicated 
complete withdrawal of this army from Korea, 


46th Army commenced regular contact with 5th Branch 
Hqs 12 October 1952. Briefly. contacted lst Branch 
Hqx, but this was not continued in subsequent call 
sign periods. On 1 February 1953, contact estab— 
lished with 3d Branch Hq3 at same time 40th Army, 
which had been within 3d Braneh Hgs area of res— 
ponsibility, began contacting 5th Branch Hqs, 
suggesting that the 46th was about to relieve the 
¢ KOth on the line. Relief accepted 11 February 1933, 


1952 29 Sep-5 Oct ‘Advance warning and details as ‘to Sapa gerne 
of units, etc, for ep ie RSE MOUNTAIN 
offensive discloged (ID OE1EUSC 7250) also pro= 
vided advance knowledge of the Pork Chop offensive. 





1952 October Partial or complete nets reconstructed and 
, identified for following units: Ist, 2d, 5th, 
Vth, 8th, 2lst Artillery Divisions, an uniden~ 
tified tank regiment and several AAA units. 
Continuity being maintained on several unidenti- 
; fied nets. 





Per NSA 
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1952 


1953 


MONTH 74°. 


November 


January 











Per NSA 
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T/: passed on net of a battalion located in the 
area of the 2lst Brigade disclosed that i& was 

a reconnaissance battalion of the 10th North Korean 
Division. . (Note: Collateral sources in October 
1952 accepted the fact that this division was 
inactivated) Mention of "regiments! and "divisions" 
in messages led to the belief that the 1Oth Divi- 
sion had not really been inactivated. This was 
subsequently confirmed by captured enemy documents. 


_,, Collateral sources did not reaccept the 10th 
Division in North Korean OB until February, 1953. 


North Korean Artillery Command extensively 
reorganized. Gonsisted of 13 anti~aircraft 
artillery regiments and 5 anti-aircraft artillery 
battalions, the locations of most of which were 
known fron COMINT material. Analysis showed units 
of the AAA Department daployed in rear areas in 
defense of vital supply routes, storage depots, 
and other civilian and military installations, 
Units were moblle and could be readily shifted to 
new positions when the need arose, This: was 
demonstrated by the swift deployment of AAA units 
at the time of concentrated UN air attacks on 
Nerth Korean damga and power plants in early July 


' 1952. Units were deployed independently and dir-' 


ectly subordinate to AAA Department Hqs, except 
for a number of regiments in defense of Pyongyang 
which were organized under the 16th AAA Division, . 


oo 
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(ie Ge ere ca 
<i /. -Gollateral information on AAA organization 
Sf scanty until April 1953, when a ROK raiding: 
party on the E coast captured one of the inde- 

pendent AAA battalion commanders. Subsequent 
interrogation of POW confirmed that COMINT infor- 
. mation had been right in almost every respect 
differing only in minor detail. 


In most cases, movement of elements of the AAA 
organization were detected by COMINT as they took 
place. Immediately prior to and continuing after 
the signing of the truce agreement, a reorganiza~ 

. tion of NK AAA forces involving the formation .of 
two new divisions to control the regiments which 
formerly were directly subordinate to the AAA 
headquarters was disclosed in traffic. Extensive 
redeployment of NK AAA elements after the signing 
of the truce was also detected. ; 


By-product of analysis performed on traffic of 
AAA units was insight it provided into the growth 
and organization of parent headquarters, the Artil- 
lery Command, Other independent artillery and 
mortar regiments were known to exist from both 
COMINT and collateral information, and their unit 
designations were found to interlace with the 
designations found in the AAA organization, This’ 
indicated existence of a higher headquarters in 
charge of all artillery, AAA and mortar units. 
Collateral sources subsequently i 





Per NBA (b)(1),(b)(3):18 U.S.C. 798,(b)(3):50 U.S.C. 403,(b)(3):P.L. 86-36 





1953 March . "OLD BALDY" and "PORK CHOP" 


These. attacks by the 423d Regiment of the 47th 
CCF Army centered on key terrain features of the 
target. Intercept disclosed planning for both 
on 20 March 1953, three days pricr to their taking 
place. Previous small scale activity in the 

. sector following the regiment's appearance on the 
line caused a sharp increase in observation which: --~ 
came to be wegarded as a primary indication of .-~ 
impending activity by CCFforces. Indications Were. 
supported by msgs of 21 March wherein three nobile 
artillery -nets were detected moving to positions 
near the boundary of the 47th and 23d CCF Armies, 
within easy range of the targets. Also, it had - 
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been proven through past sessvients that the CCF 
invariably moved additional artillery to support 
a sizeable action. Each of these indications plus 
the continued use of position numbers previously 
identified with Old Baldy and Pork Chop, gave 
conclusive evidente that the enemy fas directing 
his attention to this area. 


On 22 March, the 303d CRB in the I US Corps sector 
declared Old Baldy a critical area. From traffic 
intercepted on the moving of the 23d CCF Army 
which indicated an increased build-up, it became 
apparent that the scope of enemy activity was to 


-be larger than an attack againat one objective. 


CCF tactical policy was to launch simultaneous 
limited attacks against nearby positions to divert 
attention from the main attack. The adjacent area, 


| dineluding the UN-held position of Pork Chop, was 


also called critical. 


The CCF launched their attack against Old Baldy 

on the evening of 23 March and canmitted a regiment 
to overrun the position. At 232125 hours, a msg 
was intercepted which stated that the CCF would | 
attack in five minutes. This gave UN field com- 
manders the final warning that they needed. 
Coverage of the action was thorough throughout 

the four day period. As expected, the CCF hit two 
positions to the right of the main objective in 
diversional attacks. 


The volume of intercepted traffic from any one 
detachment of the 303d CRB was so limited that 

the enemy observation and artillery movement 
appeared insignificant when analyzed in isolation. 
When all intercepted traffie was combined at the 
battalion, however, the complete picture was 
revealed. In sum, indications were: 


(1) Close observation after a period 
of limited activity. 

(2) The link-up of artillery nets which 
were previously scattered across an 
entire army front. 

(3) Artillery forward observers' mention 
of crossing the river on 22 ‘March. 
(This wag the Yokkok-Chon -River.)......... 

(4.) The CCF'g disclosure of the attack . 
five minutes prior to its inception’ 


Series of messages intercepted in early April 
ostensibly reporting on progress of a movement 
of major elements of the IV NK Corps. At this 
time, the IV Corps was accepted by both COMINT 
and collateral agencies in the area SW of Pyong~ 
yang. Beginning 21 April and on ee 
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24 April a number of plain text mneasages weresn S 


' intercepted on a previously unobserved net which 


told of movement in the general direction of 
Kaesong by the 4th and 10th Divisions, IV Corps, 
and the attached 27th Mortar Regiment of the 
Artillery Command. The messages appeared quite 
natural, reporting.on the points reached by 
various units, locations of temporary bivouac 
areas, road conditions, accidents which occurred, 
and march discipline, Messages signed by the Corps 
commander urged that the units move with greater 
speed. 


The fact that the messages.were sent in plain 

text caused: immediate suspicion. Disclosure of 
guch high level dnformation through a vulnerable 
means of communication was an almost unbelievable 
breach of scourity, and was especially strange 

in view of stringent security measures imposed 
upon North Korean radio communications subsequent 
to, the opening of thuce negotiations. Accordingly, 
confirmation of this information was sought from 
other sources of intelligence. — Ba 


For some time prior to the alleged movement, 


‘numbrous agent reports had told of a forthcoming 


movement of the IV NK Corps to the E coast or 
frontline areas. These reports were maitily based. 
on hearsay and rumor, but some change in mission. -- 
of the IV Corps had been indicated by resubordin~ 
ating action of its three coastal defense brigades 
+40 the newly formed Auxilliary Command Post of 
Supreme Headquarters, which was detected In both 
COMINT and collateral material. 


Weighing against the indications which tended 

to support the validity of the plain text 
messages were the following facter UN AF 

flew reconnaissance missions over the areas 
mentioned, but could find nothing to baak up the 
questionable messages. Also agent and POW reports 
received during the weeks and months which 
followed the alleged movement continued to report 
the 4th and 10th Divisions in their formarly 
accepted areas. Although there was no evidenee: in 
COMINT to deny the validity of the messages, neith- 


‘er was there indications of evidence to confirm it. 


Finally, there were no indications from any coll- 
ateral source that a movement of the scope indi~ — 
cated in the plain text messages had taken place, 
but instead there were rather firm indications .. 
that a move had in fact not taken place. a 
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This is a classic illustration of an instance | ) 
when COMINT meterial could not be accepted at 
face value, but had to be treated with caution, 


HOUTPOST TEXAS" 


‘traffic intercepted on the net of an unidentified 


rodket launcher regiment indicated that the unit 
was preparing to support an attack by the CCF. 
The regiment was known to be located just east of 
the Pukhan-gang. On 26 May a message was inter- 
cepted giving the date for the attack as the 
evening of 27 May. During the evening seven en- 
gagements were reported in the 5th ROK Division 
Sector with the action centered at Outpost Texas, 
ALL attacks were successfully repulsed. 


"OUTPOST HARRY" 


Indication of enemy action against US 3d. Division 
in the vicinity of Hill 381 observed on 1 June in 

a message from the 21st Artillery Regiment to its 
lst Battalion, Message stated that a meeting was 
to be held to investigate the setting up of a work 
mission because there was a combat mission, On 7 
Juna a message stated that all elements of the,1st 
Battalion would separately participate in combat. 
This was followed by a message from the lat Battal- 


ion to the regiment which reported that the second 


company would begin on 10 June while the lst and 
3rd companies would begin on 12 June. On 12 June 
regiment notified battalion that the let company wai 
jn the process of firing for adjustment but statis~ 
tics for combat on Hill 275 had not been issued. 

It further stated that the Ist and 3rd companies 
were to support the 70th Division, Other traffic 
intercepted on this net led to the beliéf that the 
anticipated attack was to be a coordinated effort 
against UN positions on both Hills 275 and 381, On 
12 June, an estimated enemy regiment attacked Out- 
post Harry, just forward of Hill 381 but were force 
to withdraw under heavy counterattack. This was 
followed by a similar attack against.the outpost or” 
the night of 12:June and another on 4 June. Inmed: 
fately following these attacks, three enemy battal- 
fons attacked an outpost about 700 meters EB of Hill 
275. Here again the enemy met defeat. , 


HATTACK AGAINST 1ST ROK DIVISION" 


On 14 June, a message intercepted on an unidenti- 
fied net gave indications of an impending attack 
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afeinst the ist ROK Division. On 15 Juné another 

eee message gave the date for the attack as 17 June. 
Further information was provided in another 
15 June message which stated that, firing positions 
were at CT 164 276 and CT 180 255. At this point, 
heavy rains intervened and numerous delays in the 
transportation of supplies for the attack occurred. 
This continued until 21 June when the traffic 
passed by the net again became concerned with the 
attack. Although the objective was known, the 
time for the attack could not be determined. On 
26 June, the enemy attacked in division strength 
along the whole lst ROK Division front. This 
resulted in the loss of a few outpost positions. - 
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"PORK CHOP" 


An unidentified tank regiment passed traffic 
during the latter part of June and early July which 
definitely indicated a build-up of artillery 
and armor in the 67th CCF Division area. This 
regiment frequently mentioned their positions in. 
the general vicinity of Pork Chop and were notdéd 
constructing roads leading to suitable firing 
positions within range of this target. Tae date ant 
size of the impending action were of vital interest 
to UN field commanders and a message received on 

. 6 July stated that time for the overall attack 
was 2100 hours 6 July. Study of traffic inter- 
cepted on the regiments net revealed that at 
least three tank companies were to be involved in 
the action thereby indicating an all-out effort 
to seize Pork Chop. At 2307 hours, on 6 July, two 
enemy battalions supported by heavy artillery and 
mortar fire attacked Pork Chop. ‘The enemy contin- 
ved to reinforce until 11 July when UN forces 
withdrew. An estimated 3000 Chinese were killed 
in this action. : 


" ARROWHEAD" 


Concurrent with the Pork Chop action, enemy - - 
decided to take this position. Action was tipped 
off by a message from an unidentified rocket 
launcher regiment, on 5 July. On the night of = 
6 July, an estimated eneny company..attacked Arrow- 
head and the fighting continued through 7 July at 
which time the enemy was forced to withdraw. — 
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"BERLIN COMPLEX" 


On the night of 19 July, the CCF attacked and 
successfully overran two friendly outposts, Berlin 
and East Berlin with. two battalions within 45 
minutes from “jump off" time. Prior to this 
limited attack, CCF radio nets operating in thie 
area passed Little traffic other than routine 
operational transmissions. The call sign count, 
used'as a guage of the number of nets and, there- 
fore, units participating in the area, remained 
low. Whereas aerial observation reports, POW 
interrogations and agent reports had usually 
assisted in corroborating and/or confirming COMINT, 
only negative data existed in this instance, 


Intercept in support of this action did not begin 
until after the action had been initiated. And, 
due ‘to the brevity of the engagement, only a 
relatively light amount of artillery and infantry ~- 
traffic was received. Radio intercept in this 
instance was able to provide little aid to the 
defenders as the CCF accomplished their onder 
in a brief time. 


The value of intercept related to this action was 
realized in the follow up rather than the prelude. 
Following a large volume of tactical traffic per~ 
taining to any one particular action, the CCF nor~ 
mally limited their contacts to the minimum nece- 
ssary for the consolidation of their newly won 
positions, After the Berlin action however, a 

new pattern became evident. Although traffic volume 
did show a slight decrease, the increased number 

of CCF radio nets, however, remained -conatant, 

an indication that units which had participated 

in the assualt were remaining in the area for 
possible further action, Furthermore, CCF obser-.. ~ 
vation of UN positions and movements increased 
considerably, and evidences of CCF reconnaissance 
patrolling and other movement fi this area were 
intercepted. Recognizing such continued activity 
as an indication of further impending action, 
division and corps G-2 were given warning. 


The attack itself came on the night of 24 July. 

The CCF hit with a regiment forward of Berlin and 
a battalion on outposts Hedy and Esther. This. 
time, the UN forces, having been forewarned, suc-. 
cessfully repulsed several enemy attacka which ~ 
contimed up to the signing of the truce. 28 
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| Execellent COMSEC on the part of the enemy through: 
out this operation denied detection of his inten- 
tions and movements despite 24 hour coverage on thi 
part of the intercept teams. When such security wi 
not maintained, as in the first case, a coaprehen- 
sive picture could be drawn from the material 
intercepted on radio, not only of the build~up 
preceding the attack, but of all the tactical ele- 
ments during this battle. 


"KUMSONG OFFENSIVE" 


On 13 July, the CCF directed the largest offens 
sive against the UN since their early offensives 
in 1951. This attack, frequently referred to as 
"The Battle of the Kumsong Bulge" was fought 

on that portion of the line which bulged furtherest 
north of the east-central front just below the 

CCF held city of Kumsong, This area was being 
held by five divisions of the ROK Army; namely 

the 3d, 6th, 8th, 9th and Capitol Divisions. 


Inféymation of an impending attack was received 
through radio intercept on 21 June from the lst 
battalion of an unidentified rocket launcher 
regiment. This unit, known to be in support of 
the CCF Army, indicated it would assist the 72d 
CCF Division located in the eastern sector of the 
24th OCF Army area. This initial indication of 
future eneny..activity was followed by other message 
mentioning meetings between the 2d ta Tui, and the 
3d ta Tut (74th CF Division) which at that time 
was being carried as located in the western portion 
of the 24th Army sector, 


The reference to the 7kth Division's participation 
in a combat mission in the eastern sectod was 
very doubtful at that times; however, prior to the 
initial attack, several POW's were captured in 
the Jane Russell Triangle Ridge area which was in 

: the eastern sector of the 24th Army area who gave 
their parent organization as a regiment numeri- 
cally subordinate to the Thth Division. 
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units in the 24th, 67th and 68th CCF Army areas, 

confirmed the assumption that this attack was not 
to be on a small limited objective scale. Traffic 
intercepted from 21 June on, continued to support 
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On 28 June, a message ovatdd that: the. cot “combat "onts: 
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consist of limited probes supported by artillery 
fire; the second and third phases to be a main 
attack against enemy positions. A large volume 
of messages was intercepted during the following 
12-1, days which contained statistics on the 
stockpiling of ammunition, designation of targets 
resulta of firing for adjustment, etc. 


Meanwhile, spot reports were issued to G-2, IX US 
Corps by the 304th CRB stating that messages were 
being intercepted which strongly indicated that; 

(1) extensive reconnaissance activities were being .j.; 


' eonducted by CCF troops opposite the 9th and Capitol 


ROK divisions, possibly in preparation.for a forthe 
coming attack, and (2) a large unit of enemy troops, 
probably a battalion, of the 215th Regt, 7hth 
Divison, 24th CCF Army, was involved in an impen~ 
ding movement to be supported by an artillery unit 
which had been moved up for close support. 


During the period 1 through 11 July, low level voiced. 
intercept continued to gather evidence that the 
enemy facing the IX US Corps sector was preparing 
for a large scale offensive. Although the increa- 
singly large volume of intercepted messages failed --- 
to reveal the specific date, time and mumber of - 
troops to be commited in the attack, Corps G-2 

was periodically briefed throughout the period 
concerning the enemy's obvious intentions. 


On 10 July, a message was intercepted for the lst 
Battalion of the unidentified rocket launcher | 
regiment from Regimental Hgs encouraging all troops. 
to fight to the last man and stating that the 
whole 7ith Division would plunge into combat and «© 
not retreat. On the same day, the "tip off" message 
came, which implied that preparations were to be 
completed by 12 July. At approximately 2030 hours 
on 11 July, Corps G2 was advised that a large .acale 
offensive was possible at any time in the Kumsong 
Kumhwa sector, It also became discernable. that : 
the offensive would not only affect the two ROK 
Divisions in the IX US Corps sector, but extend . 
into the 6th and 8th ROK Division sectors of the 
II ROK Corps. The KMAG G-2, II ROK Corps was 
immediately advised, 


Throughout this period, all traffic indicating 
build-up for a major offensive was passed to the 
SSR-Eighth Army. All that was needed to complete, - 
the picture was the date on which the attack was 
to be initiated. The Commanding General of the 
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opments and oni informed on the progress 
of the enemy's preparations for this offensive 
Fee as recorded by ASA units whose information was 
Pei passed through the SSR to the AC of 8 G2. All 
PRE possible defense counter—measures were taken Ge . 
LO deemed necessary, by the CG and his staff, 


On the evening of 12 July, probing attacks in 

the form of an intensive artillery barrage were 
initiated against the 9th, 6th, and Capitol ROK 
divisions (Eighth Army PIR 1097, 13 July 1953). 
These concentrated for the most part on targets 
previously mentioned in intercepted traffic. Pow 
reports stated that elements of three CCF armieg . 
would be involved in the attack. On 14 July, 
these probing attacks increased in size and inten- 
sity, spreading across the front to the Sth, 3d and 
5th ROK Division sectors (Eighth Army PIR 1098, © 
ly duly 1953). By 16 July, more than seven full 
divisions from the 24th, 54th, 67th, and 60th 

CCF Armies were engaged in this major drive against 
the UN Forces main line of resistance, 


Savage fighting contimed for foubteen days against 
the ROK defenders, who bore the brunt of the ‘attack, 
and when the action ceased, the CCF had just 

about removed the bulge into their main line 

of resistance. They had saved face, so to speak, 
but at the cost of 43,000 casualties. 
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